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Dear Parents and Guardians.  
 
 Autumn Term Newsletter 8 – Friday 19th December 2025 

December 2025 

Friday 19th December Last day of term before the Christmas Holidays 

January 2026 

Monday 5th January  INSET Day 

Tuesday 6th January All children return to school for the Spring Term 

Monday 12th January Spring Term after school enrichment clubs begin 

Mr Talmage end of 2025 message 
As we come to the end of another year, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you 
sincerely for the support you give to our school, its staff and the senior leadership team. Your 
partnership with us plays a vital role in educating your children and in building the strong, 
caring and vibrant school community that defines Manor Court. This year, more than ever, I 
am deeply grateful for that continued support. 

Over the past year, we have celebrated many successes while also identifying areas for further development. 
We have built thoughtfully and purposefully on the outcomes of our exemplary Ofsted inspection published at the 
end of 2024, using this as a foundation to strengthen teaching, learning and provision across 
the school.  Our two new classrooms and nearly completed expanded and enriched pre-
school provision will enable more children to attend our school and to benefit from what our 
school offer. We are delighted that demand for places at Manor Court Community Primary 
continues to grow, with waiting lists increasing across every year group. This reflects the 
confidence families have in our school and the dedication of our staff team. Alongside this, we have maintained 
a rich and varied programme of enrichment, ensuring children continue to benefit from a wide range of 
opportunities beyond the classroom. 

Events such as our Community VE Day celebrations, our Annual Arts Exhibition held at the 
Guildhall, our successful first application for the Eco Award – achieving Platinum Status – being 
named the best careers focussed primary school in Somerset and the annual Variety Show 
demonstrate that we are truly a community school.  These occasions and achievements 
highlight our commitment to doing the very best for our children whilst also contributing 
positively to our town. 

Most importantly, our children continue to thrive. From their individual starting points, they make excellent progress 
and grow academically, socially and emotionally, leaving us at the end of Year 6 as confident, capable 
and well-rounded young people, ready for the next stage of their education. 
Mr Clode and I were also extremely grateful to be invited to spend an afternoon at Buckingham Palace 
in recognition of the work we do for children who attend our school and throughout Somerset. It was 
a great honour and a reflection of the collective efforts of our whole school community. 
Finally, I would like to wish you and your families a very happy Christmas and a peaceful, joyful New 
Year. Thank you once again for your ongoing support — we look forward to all that the coming year will bring! 
 

Manor Court Magical Christmas Tour – A message from Mr Clode 
What a day we all had on the Magical Mystery Christmas Bus Tour!  All the children were buzzing 
with excitement, and it was great to see them so happy and excited all the way round, despite the 
wind and rain!  It was also great to see so many familiar faces on our journey around the town for us 
to wave to – thank you for your support.  Our ‘Ho Ho Ho’s!’ were ringing out across the town and so 
many people were wishing us all a Happy Christmas in return.  A big thank you to Father Christmas 
for attending and providing a present for the children.  We are very grateful that the FMCA agreed 

to use their hard-earned funds this year to pay for the expense of hiring the Bus and that Councillor Jason Baker 
turned the Christmas lights on for us early in the morning. 
 
Foundation Stage Nativity – A message from Mrs Hibbard and Miss Hamilton 
Foundation Stage children performed a wonderful nativity of ‘A miracle in town’.  The children 
were all amazing, singing and dancing their hearts out.  We are very proud of their hard work, 
and we hope that you have received the photos on Eylog.  Thank you for not taking photos 
throughout the performance at our request to safeguard each child. 
 

Year 1 trip to the Pantomime – A message from Mrs Farwell 
The Year 1 children had an enjoyable time at the Westlands theatre on Monday to watch the 
Christmas traditional pantomime.  This years’ experience was Beauty and the Beast, and the 
children thoroughly enjoyed this Manor Court 48 experience and even the experience of travelling 
to the theatre on the coach.   One of our pupils was even called to the stage to sing. 
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Christmas Carol Services 
On Monday 8th December the Key Stage 2 children led us in two fantastic Carol Services.  
The children led us so wonderfully through the Christmas story; they sang with gusto, read 
the Bible readings clearly and confidently and listened to the Christmas message.  The 
Drama club performed a brilliantly interactive rendition of the theme tune to the Christmas 
film classic – The Nativity. The choir led brilliantly by Miss Prater and Miss Smith 
introduced us to a new repertoire of Christmas carols and songs to the busy audiences.  

 
Have we got your correct details? – A message from the school office 
To keep your child safe, please make sure that if you have changed your telephone number, email address or 
home address that you remember to let the school office know so that we can update our records. 
 
Year 4 Litter picking 
For their MC48 experience this half term which was to help the environment, Year 4 covered two and 
a half miles of Chard collecting rubbish with their litter pickers.  This rubbish was then sorted into 
what can be recycled and what should be thrown away into the bin. 
 

Christmas Dinners 
We are extremely grateful to our wonderful catering team, who worked tirelessly over two 
days to prepare over 400 delicious Christmas dinners, helping to bring festive cheer to 
each of our children.  On the two days our Foundation Stage, KS1 and KS2 children 
enjoyed a Christmas Dinner filled with smiles, laughter, festive jumpers and Christmas 
Cheer.  The children loved pulling crackers, sharing jokes and celebrating together. 
We would also like to extend our sincere thanks to the FMCA who kindly covered the 

additional costs to ensure that every child in KS1 and KS2 received a free Christmas dinner. 
 

Punctuality Matters – A message from Mr Talmage and Mr Clode 
We would like to remind parents and carers that the school gates open at 8:35am and lessons 
begin promptly at 8:45am. Children should be in class, ready to learn by this time. 
Punctuality is essential. Arriving late disrupts the start of lessons and can impact children’s 
confidence, learning, and progress. Persistent lateness will be closely monitored and may result 
in contact from school leaders or a referral to the Education Welfare Service. 
Parents and carers are legally responsible for ensuring their child attends school on time every 

day. Good routines in the morning help children arrive prepared, calm, and ready to learn. Please also ensure 
your child is collected promptly at the end of the day. Late collection causes distress and creates additional 
supervision pressures for staff.  Thank you for supporting our high expectations around attendance and 
punctuality. 

 
EYC news from Miss Warren 
It has been a lovely few weeks taking part in all things Christmassy! This week we walked 
down to the school to see the lovely Christmas trees and had a quick look at our new 
preschool. After Christmas we will begin talking more about our move with the children and 
hopefully visiting the new build more regularly. Please do chat to your children about this at 
home as this will aid their transition. All the staff at EYC would like to thank you all for your 
generous Christmas cards and gifts and we hope you have a wonderful Christmas break. 
 

Holiday Breakfast Scheme 
Our friends at St Mary’s Church and The Lord’s Larder are offering free breakfast bags that will last each week of 
the school holidays.  Please see the poster at the end of this newsletter for more information. 
 
Y1 and Y2 performance of their Hushabye Nativity 
On Thursday 11th December, the Year 1 and Year 2 children gave two wonderful 
performances of their Hushabye Nativity. The children were fantastic – remembering 
their lines perfectly, working hard together, dancing confidently, and singing 
beautifully. They truly shone and made us all very proud as they performed in front 
of two enthusiastic audiences. 
We would also like to extend a big thank you to all the staff who worked so hard to 
produce this special performance with the children, and to our audiences for 
watching so respectfully and supporting our request not to take photos or videos of 
the performance. 
 
Axminster Girls Football 
Axminster football club are looking to create a girl’s football team for children in Year 5 and Year 6.  Training is on 
Monday evening.  Please see the poster at the end of the newsletter for more information. 
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Healthy snacks at play time – A message from Mrs Terry 
We encourage each pupil at Manor Court to lead a healthy lifestyle.  At play times we 
provide all our Foundation Stage, Year 1 and Year 2 pupils with fruit or vegetables and 
pupils have the option of eating a bagel as part of our ‘Magic Breakfast’ scheme. 
If you provide your child with snacks that do not fit into the cereal, fruit, or vegetable 
category, these will be kept in their bags or lunch boxes to be eaten at lunch time.  Please 
speak to your child’s class teacher if you have any concerns regarding our healthy play 
times. 

 
Starting school for the first time in September 2026 
The application process for starting the Foundation Stage in September 2026 opened on Monday 
29th September and closes on Monday 15th January 2026! If you would like your child to join our 
happy, caring, fun, high academically achieving school then do apply through this 
link. https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/applying-for-school/apply-to-
start-school-for-the-first-time/  
If you’d like to look around before making your final decision, please contact the school office to 
make an appointment with Mrs Terry, Mr Clode, or Mr Talmage. 
 
The Community Fridge – A message from Miss Gregory (Early Intervention Officer) 
The Community Fridge is for everyone in Chard and the local area to use without referral.  It is open, when there 
is food available, at set times and is staffed by a team of volunteers.  The Fridge is based in the front room, of 
Chard’s Community Hub (in the old library in Boden Street) and there are also shelves of food in the food room 
which is at the back of the premises; items here include dried food, tins, toiletries, pet food and some baby food.  
The Community Hub also have freezers which can have donations from the local supermarkets and local shops 
for people to help themselves to. 
 
Safeguarding  
Safeguarding is the responsibility of everybody. In terms of keeping children safe, 
please “Don’t think “What if I’m wrong Think… ‘What if I am right” If you have any 
concerns about a pupil, you should report this to a member of staff immediately. If 
you feel a pupil is at risk or a subject of abuse, you must contact the Designated 
Safeguarding Team immediately. The Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mr Clode 
and Deputy Designated Safeguard leads are Miss Gregory, Mrs Terry, Mrs Wilkins, 
and Mr Talmage. The school Safeguarding and Child Protection Governor is Mrs Sue 
Wakeman. 
 

Year 4 Science Experiment – The biscuit thief  
Year 4 were challenged when creating a circuit with a buzzer to catch the ‘thief’ who was stealing 
Mrs James’ biscuits.  The trap was set, and Year 4 left the room in eager anticipation to find out who 
it was from the list of suspects.  Well, it didn’t take long for the buzzer to sound and the children 
caught the suspect red handed! 
 

PE Days for Spring Term 1 
Our PE Days have been set for the next half term and are unlikely to be changed, if we need to change them, we 
will inform you through your Eylog or ParentPay account.  Children should wear their PE kits to school on the days 
listed below.  Last year we noticed that some children are wearing their PE hoodies into school on different days 
and on all other days it is important that full school uniform is worn. 
The children who have chosen to have swimming lessons during the school day will have their school lessons on 
a Thursday. 

Classes PE Day on which PE Kits must be worn 

Squirrels & Hedgehogs Monday  

Dragonflies & Bumblebees  Wednesday 

Nightingales & Magpies Wednesday & Thursday (Swimming) 

Owls & Kingfishers Tuesday & Friday 

Eagles & Puffins Monday & Thursday 

Foxes & Badgers Monday & Thursday 

Herons & Otters Wednesday & Thursday 

 
Ofsted Parent view  
Parent view is a way in which Ofsted surveys the parents of children within a school to find out their 
views of the school and how it can be improved further. These opinions become part of the overall 
judgment of the school. If you would like to pass on your opinions to Ofsted, please complete the 
survey on the parent view website. The website can be found at www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk 

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/applying-for-school/apply-to-start-school-for-the-first-time/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/applying-for-school/apply-to-start-school-for-the-first-time/
http://www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
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Do you think your child needs a Medical Health Care Plan?  A message from Mrs 
Terry 
Parents of children with medical conditions are often concerned that their child’s health 
will deteriorate when they attend school.  This is because pupils with long term and 
complex medical conditions may require ongoing support, medicines or care while at 
school to help manage their condition and keep them well.  Others may require 
monitoring and interventions in emergency circumstances.  At Manor Court Community 
Primary, we want our parents to feel confident that we will provide effective support for 
their child’s medical condition and that our pupils feel safe.  In making decisions about 
the support, we provide, we may need to have a meeting with you to discuss your child’s 

needs.  I have the responsibility of meeting with parents to ensure that Medical Health Care Plans are in place for 
those children who need one, but if you are unsure or if your child has a health condition that you don’t feel that 
the school is fully aware of, please speak to your child’s class teacher or make an appointment through the school 
Office to speak to me. 
 
Celebration Assemblies 
Family members are very welcome to join us at our KS1 and Foundation Stage and KS2 
celebration assembly each Friday.  It is a new half term so the times of the assembly have 
changed.  KS1 Assembly starts at 08:50 in the school hall and KS2 Assembly begins at 
10:50 in the school hall.   
 
Trim Trail – A message from Mrs Jones 
Can we please remind all parents that children are not to use either Trim Trails at the start, or end of the day, and 
must only use them under the supervision of school staff during the school day. 
 
Pupil Premium 
The pupil premium is additional funding that the Government provides for each child who they believe may be 
disadvantaged in achieving their best in education. At Manor Court Community Primary School, we provide high 
quality education and enrichment opportunities for all our pupils regardless of ability or background. However, it is 
useful to receive this funding for all children entitled to it. If your children are entitled to free school meals or a 
member of the household is currently in receipt, or has been in the last six years, of Universal credit then please 
do apply through this hyperlink.  
https://secure1.somerset.gov.uk/forms/PortalShowForm.asp?fm_formalias=freeschoolmeal 
 

Choir performances 
Our school choir has been particularly busy in December performing in venues around Chard.  
They spent a day performing for the residents of Oak Lodge and St Gildas and in the evenings 
performed at The Mayor’s Christmas Carol Concert, The Rotary Club Carol Concert and St 
Mary’s Carol Service. 
 

Online Safety news from Miss Hamilton 
Polybuzz  is an Ai chat app which is also an 18+ and there is going to be content/chat unsuitable 
for children. Polybuzz is ‘supposed’ to have highly robust age verification in place meaning users 
below the age of 18 can’t use it, however we all know that ways can always be found.  
Polybuzz is a pop-up advertisement rather than a game within Roblox, and these ads are now 
very common to see across games, social media, and other platforms. From the context of Roblox, 
age-inappropriate ads are being shown to children. Roblox has parental settings, and it is advised 
that parents-carers check what age their child has used if they have created their own profile. It 
may also be worth reminding children not to click on pop-ups but to seek help. The Roblox parental settings can 
be found here at: https://en.help.roblox.com/hc/en-us/articles/30428310121620-Parental-Controls-Overview 
 
Staff car park - A message from Mr Talmage 
Can I please remind all parents that the staff car park at the rear of the school is not to be used by parents at any 
point as a place to park during drop off or collection times.  Please remember that the school provides free parking 
permits for parents to park in Sainsbury’s car park at the start and end of the school day 
 

Hot meals parental feedback – A message from Mrs Hunt  
Our onsite kitchen is now providing a hot meal for over 200 children each weekday and it 
appears to us that the children within the school are enjoying the meal that is being offered to 
them and parents have selected for them through ParentPay. 
We would like to ask parents to provide feedback, positive or negative, as to the food that we 
are providing to your child.  If you would like to share this feedback with us, please do email the 

school office.  If for any reason you are unhappy with the meals provided, please do email the office and we can 
arrange for our catering manager to contact you to rectify this.  

https://secure1.somerset.gov.uk/forms/PortalShowForm.asp?fm_formalias=freeschoolmeal
https://en.help.roblox.com/hc/en-us/articles/30428310121620-Parental-Controls-Overview


We take child protection extremely seriously at our school. If you have a concern, you can speak to any of the school's 
designated and trained Child Protection officers: Mr Clode, Miss Gregory, Mrs Terry, Miss Warren, or Mr Talmage. 
Alternatively, you can ring Children Social Care on 0300 123 2224 or email childrens@somerset.gov.uk  

 

 
More volunteer readers needed – A message from Mrs Terry 
Do you have spare time that you could commit to volunteering at our excellent school in 2026?  We are looking 
for more adults who can spend time listening to our children to read.  Full training (including safeguarding) and 
lots of friendly children and staff will be provided.  Each volunteer will require a DBS (paid for by the school) before 
they can start.  If you would like to find out more information, please contact the school office to speak to me, Mrs 
Terry (Assistant Headteacher), or Mrs Hunt (School Business Manager). 
 

The FMCA needs you! 
The FMCA is a group of parent volunteers who spend time raising money (whilst having fun) 
for activities or equipment to be used for the children in the school. The work that they do is 
vital, and the committee needs more volunteers to help them achieve more for the children. 

If you would like to find out more about their work and how you can get involved, please do email 
them on contactfmca@gmail.com or contact them through their Facebook page.   
 
Wrap around care telephone number  
The telephone number for our wrap around care provision (breakfast & after school club) is  
 07471 412147 Please save this telephone number to your phone if you use wrap around care.  
Breakfast club is held in the school hall and our after-school wrap around care is held in The Den 
(a room in the Y1 block). To ensure that we have the correct ratios please ensure that you contact 
the school office the day before you require club.   

 
Wet and cold weather – please send your child to school with a named coat 
The weather has started to become unpredictable with lots of rain and cold weather to be expected.  It 
is important that every child is sent to school with a named coat so that they can stay dry, warm and 
not become unwell. 

 

Reading expectations – A message from Mrs Terry 
At Manor Court Community Primary School, we seek to ensure that children are supported to be confident, 
lifelong learners with a love of reading. Reading plays an especially important role in developing children 
culturally, emotionally and socially and we believe literature plays a key role in such development. Reading 
enables pupils both to acquire knowledge and build on what they already know. 
In school children in KS2 are heard reading on a 1:1 basis at least once a week 
by their class teacher and Learning Support staff and this is much more 
frequently in Foundation Stage and KS1. Those pupils not at an expected 
reading level are heard daily. The EYFS and Key Stage 1 reading books follow 
a clear progression of banding, ensuring fluency is developed. This academic 
year, you may find your   child has a book sent home that they have already read 
at school, and this is something that is now promoted in all schools. The more a 
child reads, the larger their vocabulary becomes. When a child reads or hears 
the same book multiple times, they become familiar and comfortable with a 
greater number of words. Fluency is the ability to read text “accurately, 
quickly, and with expression.” 
Repetitive reading allows a child to read without stumbling or stopping, and reading 
time becomes more pleasant for everyone. Once a child masters one book, it makes moving on to another 
more appealing. Reading comprehension is the ability to understand all the components of a story — from plot 
to character development to symbolism. Comprehension is “the essence” of reading. Each time your child reads 
or hears a book read to them; they learn more about the story itself. Each pass through the text or illustrations 
allows them to dive deeper into the story’s meaning, preparing them for more complex narratives down the road. 
Children who progress from the banded scheme to ‘free readers’ are able to access their class library, and the 
school library, and can be supported to select appropriate books by staff. Pupils are encouraged to take home 
fiction and non-fiction texts. 
Children are expected to read at home five times a week, ideally daily, as this helps to develop confident and 
fluent readers. We would recommend 20 minutes of reading a day. Children’s reading logs are checked to 
ensure this is taking place. Where children are not reading the required amount in school, they are invited to 
attend a lunchtime reading club. There is also opportunity to read to a member of staff at Homework Club and 
After-school Club. 
 

Rocksteady Concerts 
Last Friday the Rocksteady children performed in their end of term concerts to their 
excited friends and their family members.  The children performed with such enthusiasm 
and skill.  If you would like your child to participate in the Rocksteady music lessons, 
please contact Miss Prater through the school office and she will contact you to make 
arrangements. 

 

mailto:contactfmca@gmail.com
http://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101/fluency
http://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101/fluency
http://www.readingrockets.org/reading-topics/reading-comprehension
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Attendance our school expectations – A message from Miss Gregory 
Pupil attendance and punctuality is a key focus and priority within our school.  Individual 
attendance will be monitored and reviewed on a bi-weekly basis.  We would like to kindly 
remind parents that the school’s expectations on individual pupil attendance is 95% and 
above, with the aim of having 100% pupil attendance.  Should your child fall behind the 
school’s expectations a monitoring process is triggered, and we may ask you to come into school to discuss your 
child’s attendance with us.  Should you have any questions or concerns relating to your child’s attendance please 
do not hesitate to contact me within the school. 

 
Chatterbooks Christmas visit to Chard Library 
Our Chatterbooks Group enjoyed a fun Christmas quiz where they had to solve clues around 
Chard library, followed by a story read by Chard librarian Katy.  The children then were able to 
choose a book to read over the Christmas holiday. 
 

Winsham United U’11s football team 
Winsham United Under 11’s football team are looking to recruit new players from Year 5 and Year 6.  Training is 
held in Chard on a Tuesday, and they play their matches on a Saturday morning.  Please see the poster at the 
end of this newsletter for more information and details of who to contact. 
 
Outdoor equipment – A message from Mr Clode 
We are further developing our provision by setting up some more Outdoor Learning Groups after Half Term. The 
children in these groups will be working in our Nature Area and learning gardening skills through a Nurture 
Approach to develop teamwork, communication skills and confidence.  
If you have any spare or unwanted gardening equipment such as trowels, gloves, spades, forks or rakes please 
bring them to the school office to help with the setting up of the groups.  Thank you. 
 
Year 4 Puja re-enactment 
Year 4 enjoyed a reenactment of a Puja Worship last week to end their Religion & Worldviews unit 
on Hinduism.  They created a shrine using incense, lighting candles, offering fruit, an application of 
a bindi (if desired), speaking about the God Ganesh and taking part in ‘Aum’. 
 
2026-2027 Term dates 
The 2026-2027 school term dates are now on our school website and have been sent home to all parents via 
ParentPay.  They can be found at the end of this newsletter for you to screenshot and save to your phone or to 
print for the fridge at home. 

 
Careers Club final visit of 2025 
For the final careers club of this term, Chris the General Manager from Miller and Carter, taught 
the children about a few of their trademarks!  They learnt about the lettuce wedge and tried this 
with different toppings and then were treated to a taste of different steaks. 
 

Thank you or your continued support. 
 
We wish for you all a very Happy Christmas and a wonderful 2026. 

                  
Mr Luke Talmage   Mr Alan Clode 
Headteacher   Deputy Headteacher and Inclusion Leader 
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