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Dear Parent and Carers

Reported Internet issues for children, including MOMO videos

We have become increasingly aware of highly inappropriate videos circulating online and being
viewed by children in schools throughout the country. These video clips are appearing on many
social media sites and YouTube (including Kids YouTube). One of the videos starts innocently like
the start of a Peppa Pig episode for example, but quickly becomes an altered version with violence
and offensive language.

Another video clip is going around by the name of ‘MoMo’ which shows a warped white mask
which is promoting children to do dangerous tasks without telling their parents. Examples that
have been reported in other schools, across the country, include asking the children to turn the gas
on or find and take tablets.

As you can imagine this is highly distressing for the children to view. We encourage you to be
extra vigilant when your child is using a device linked to the internet, or watching any video clips
online. We would also encourage parents to remind children of the e-safety rules that they have
learnt in school.

KS1 - If it upsets you, switch off the screen and tell an adult.
KS2 — Save it. Block it. Report it.

Colleagues from Elim (Somerset County Council ICT council and e-safety advice) have provided
clear advice to all schools in Somerset. It is recommended that schools should not publicise these
videos or speak directly to children about them. Their reasoning for this is that if more children
become aware of them, it will create a ‘craze’ in which children will hunt for them online.

We as a school take the safeguarding and e-safety of all children seriously. We will be reminding
our children about the skills necessary in keeping themselves safe online. We have attached a
useful poster with this letter that will help you to keep your child safe online.

Please do not hesitate to speak to your child’s teacher if you have any concerns or questions.

Yours sincerely,

— -

Mr L Talmage Mr A Clode
Head Teacher Deputy Head Teacher/Inclusion Leader
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