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Dear parents and carers, 

Summer Term Newsletter 6 – Friday 23rd July 2021 

Key dates (please note that these may change.) 
July 2021 
Friday 23rd July Last day of term for this academic year 
September 2021 
Monday 6th September INSET Day – School closed for all children 

Tuesday 7th September All children return to school 

Monday 13th September  Enrichment after school clubs commence.  Please see separate letter for more 
information 

Monday 20th September Flu Immunisations 

Friday 24th September  Year 6 trip to the Houses of Parliament 

 
End of year review from Mr Talmage 

Last year I remember, saying out loud and to myself that I hope that the next year is easier and 
school is more normal.  Sadly, for us all this has not proved to be the case as the pandemic 
continued to dominate our lives! Having said this, whilst I read on internet blogs, in the newspapers 
and social media, of schools in different parts of the country struggling, it has been a pleasure to 
lead a school that has continued to thrive.  Our school community is truly remarkable! 

The highlights of the school year are too many to name in all, but the Twitter and Facebook pages are alive with many 
highlights and I take pleasure in looking back on these from time to time. 
If I was to name two areas of school as a highlight to share with you, it would be first of all the manner in which all children 
have approached all aspects of school this year.  Remote learning from January was a challenge and we were pleased 
that our blended approach, through the use of recorded lessons, work packs and zoom sessions was overwhelmingly 
accepted as the correct approach in the parental survey that we took on our return to school.   
Our Year 6 children who leave us today have embodied the spirit in which all children returned to school.  
They took the 2019 Y6 end of KeyStage 2 assessments in May in test conditions.  We were delighted that 
79% of the children reached the National Age related expectation in their Reading, Writing and Maths tests 
which was an increase of 54% from the end of KeyStage 1. 
The second personal highlight would be achieving the Gold standard in the EAL Quality mark assessment.  
Within her day with us the national assessor quickly understood our school and the fact that we strived to do our best for 
all children and truly cared for each other.  It is fantastic validation when people from outside of the school see what we 
see and feel on a daily basis. 
I wish you all a very happy and safe school holidays and am extremely grateful for your support throughout this school 
year. 

Year 6 Leavers 2021 
Today we clapped our Year 6 children as they left the school as Manor Court pupils for the last 
time.  This year group has been on the greatest journey with the school as it has improved from 
being one of the weakest locally to one of the strongest.  They are a credit to themselves, their 
families and the adults who work with them. 
We have once more been unable to invite family members into the school to celebrate with them 

but have uploaded many wonderful videos to celebrate their conclusion of their primary education to the school website.  
If you would like to watch these at home please do look at www.manorcourt.somerset.sch.uk/year-6-leavers-2021/ 
 
Farewells! 
At this time of the academic year we always say farewell to members of the staff team who 
retire, relocate, change career, return to University and college for training, or move to another 
school to further their career.  This year is no different for us at Manor Court. 

o After fourteen years as working as a mid-day supervisor, we say farewell to Mrs Jane 
Kierstan who has decided to start her well-earned retirement 

o Miss Clair Findlay is leaving us to work at Fairmead Specialist school in Yeovil  
o Miss Clare Welch is leaving the premises team to work as a support worker    
o Miss Laura Hamilton who leaves her role as the manager of the EYC to start her training to become a teacher 
o Mr Neil Pidgeon has gained promotion to be Maths Leader and Year 5 teacher at Kingfisher Primary School with 

Mr Glentworth 
We wish each of our colleagues the very best of luck in their new adventures and would like to thank them for their hard 
work during their time employed in our school community. 
 
Lunchtime supervisor and cleaning roles 
We are looking to recruit a kind, friendly and positively assertive person to join our team as a lunchtime supervisor in  
September.   We are also looking to recruit a hardworking and friendly person to join our premises team as a cleaner. If 
either of these roles are of interest to you, please contact Mrs Hunt in the school office for further details. 
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EYC news from Laura 
With lots of children leaving us to start school in September we had a wonderful party this week, 
with music, ice cream man, face painting and glitter tattoos and photo booth! The children also 
received their named book bags!  
We just want to say a MASSIVE “good luck” to our little people who are moving to Foundation 
stage! We know they are going to have the best time!  
We look forward to welcoming staff and children, old and new back in September! Hope you all 
have a fantastic summer!   

 
Free Coach trips to Swannage, Weymouth, Bournemouth & Poole  
Yesterday Mr Talmage was approached by one of our parents, Matt Reynolds who runs a fully insured coach company 
and is offering coach trips to children and members of their families during this summer holiday.  He would like to offer 
these trips to those families who may have found life difficult during the lockdowns for financial and social reasons. 
Thursday 29th July - A trip to Swannage 
Sunday 8th August – A trip to Weymouth 
Saturday 21st August – A trip to Bournemouth and Poole 
The school does not know anymore information about these days and if you would like to find out more information please 
contact Matt Reynolds directly on 07958580128 or via email boacltd@gmail.com 
 
Chard Olympics 
Last year we took great pleasure in the Chard Safari where children who attend Manor Court and other 
schools within the town, made safari animals out of paper maché and posted photos of them on social 
media.  This year we have decided to take this idea further and create a scarecrow competition for all 
Chard residents with an Olympic theme as the Tokyo Olympic games start today. 
The children within the school have worked extremely hard to create their own Olympic Scarecrows to 
display outside the school.  We are hoping that Chard residents will choose to make their own scarecrow 
and share pictures of them on social media using #Chardolympics We can’t wait to see your finished 
scarecrows over the summer holidays. 
 
A little note of appreciation from the local governing body 
In this most difficult of years, full of difficulties and challenges, we have all come to appreciate the importance of all the 
school staff.  Everyone has been thrown problems that they have not seen before, keeping the school cleaner than ever 
before, keeping the office running, and the lunches flowing.  I am sure that after having the children at home, parents and 
carers have come to admire the skills of all the teachers and support staff.  The governors have joined in your admiration of 
the dedication, skill and positivity of the entire team. Of course, we would expect nothing less of them, as we know they hold 
themselves to high standards, but that does not stop us from applauding all they have done for the children.  We leave this 
challenging year with the school returning to its trajectory of achievement and offering children chances to develop in a 
rounded way. 
I will take a moment to single out Mr Talmage for a bit of special praise.  He has led the school through tough times with 
generosity and good humour; few people realise just how many hours of his week he dedicates to making sure his team 
and the children are supported.  We are truly fortunate to have him leading our school. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the entire school community for their contributions this year, and that includes 
parents, carers and children.  Let us hope that the dark days are behind us, but we know that together we can face whatever 
challenges come next. 
With all good wishes. 
Dr Matt Reed 
Manor Court Primary School Chair of Governors 
 

Time capsule 
Today we buried in the pond area our National lockdown time capsule that was kindly made and 
donated to us by JEK Fabrications (the parents of Molly and Jacob King).  Placed inside the capsule 
was examples of the children’s completed lockdown challenges from the first national lockdown, 
photographs that parents have shared with the school of what the children were experiencing during 

the lockdown and a letter that Mr Talmage has written to the children, staff and parents of Manor Court in 2031.  We have 
a plaque on order so that those linked to the school in 2031 know where the exact place is when they reveal it.   
 
Whole school assembly 
We met as a whole school briefly on the field today for assembly.  It was lovely to all be together first thing this morning. 
 
What was life like for children during the pandemic? 
Mr Clode has been out and about in Chard delivering art work and postcards produced by our Gifted 
& Talented artists and writers.  On the cards, the children discuss life for the children during the 
pandemic.  If you would like to read them go to the Portuguese café, Eleos coffee shop, Costa of the 
Phoenix hotel. 
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Pete the Poet 
We had a fantastic time last week with Pete the Poet who completed a workshop with every class 
on the topic of diversity.  He covered the appropriate topic of cultural, racial, religious, sexual 
diversity and inclusion for all.  The children thoroughly enjoyed the sessions, and our school 
community will benefit from this excellent work in the near future.  Pete has asked to use Manor 
Court as a positive case study for his work.   
We will certainly be inviting Pete back to Manor Court in the next couple of years! 

 
Summer Reading challenge 
Last week each of the children were visited by librarian Lynn from Chard Library to explain this year’s Summer Reading 
Challenge.  Do pop into Chard Library to find out more about the challenge, as it would be fantastic to get a winner from 
Manor Court in September.  We have included a poster on the last page that also provides further information. 
 

RE Day 
Yesterday the children enjoyed the opportunity to spend a day learning all about different Creation 
Stories during RE day.  We were lucky enough to be joined in our virtual assemblies by Reverend 
Ann, from St Mary’s Church, and Mukunda Das, a member of the Hindu community, to talk about 
the Creation Stories in their religions.  The children went on to produce art work, songs, drama and 
poetry about the stories.   
 

 
2021-2022 Residential trips for Y4, Y5 & Y6 
One of the opportunities that the children have missed during the last sixteen months is the opportunity to go on residential 
trips with their friends from schools.  We appreciate that for many families this past sixteen months have been difficult 
financially and the next year will continue to be so and we have started to make economical plans for children to participate 
in these experiences for next year.  More information will be sent home early in the next academic year explaining our 
plans to parents. 
 
Flu vaccinations  
Children will once more be offered the opportunity to have the flu vaccination at school in September.  If you would like 
your child to have the vaccination, please do respond to the letter that will be sent home after the summer holidays. 

 
Dogs Trust 
Eagles enjoyed their online session with Steph from The Dogs Trust last week. They were fascinated to be 
told that dogs have 300 million scent receptors and can use each nostril independently!  
 

Uniform donations 
If your child has grown out of their school uniform (and it is in good condition and clean) please do consider donating it to 
the school and we can pass it to family’s who may benefit from it. 
 
Year 1 Art 

Year 1 have been colour mixing and have studied Monet's Art. They were given only red, yellow, 
blue and white paints and had to make the colours they needed by themselves.  The photo shows 
the amazing finished art alongside Monet's original. 
 
INSET Day 
Please remember that Monday 6th September is an INSET day and no children are required to attend school.  The first 
day of the 2021-2022 academic year is Tuesday 7th September. 
 

Art exhibition 
This week on ‘Freedom Day’ we wanted to set free our children’s artwork inspired by Japanese 
artist Yayoi Kusana.  We have shared through our social media accounts (Twitter and Facebook) a 
link to a video that showcases the excellent ar work that would have been on display in the Guildhall 
this year.  The showcase made by Mrs Morton and the arts council can be found at: 
Vimeo.com/576909390 

 
Leavers Photos 
In one of the next week’s edition of the Chard & Ilminster newspaper our Year 6 leavers photo will be featured.  Please 
keep an eye out for them. 
 
Banners of Chard workshops 
At the back of the newsletter is information about the banners of Chard project.  Please do take your children to these 
events in the Summer holidays if this is something that they would like to participate in. 
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SCARF sessions for the whole school 
Each child in the school (EYC to year 6) have enjoyed meeting Harold the giraffe in their sessions with Coram 
Life Education.  Coram Life Education are behind our PSHE curriculum, also known as SCARF and we are so 
grateful that the FMCA pay for the visit aspect of our whole school subscriptions. 
The topics covered in this last visit included ‘how to keep our bodies healthy’, ‘managing emotions’ and an 
overarching theme of making sensible choices and decisions. 

 
Year 6 Anti-racism display 
Following the awful racism our England players have faced since the loss in the Euro 2021 football final, our 
Y6's were tasked to make a poster showing our support for the team & showing how proud we are of them 
regardless of the result!  Many of the posters have been laminated and added to the railings at the front of the 
school. 

Childline Non-School uniform day arranged by the Year 5 children and YTFC 
It was fantastic to support the year five children working hard with their social action project with Louis 
and Lewis from Yeovil Town.  We are delighted that the children raised £132.97 for Childline during 
the recent non-school uniform day.  Thank you everyone for supporting this worthwhile cause. 
 

Tuning into Kids – parenting course 
We will be hosting a parenting course, led by the local PFSAs, at Manor Court after the Summer Holidays.  If this is something 
that is of interest to you please contact the PFSAs directly on their telephone numbers in the flyer on the final page. 
 

2021-2022 academic calendar changes 
Her Majesty the Queen celebrates her platinum jubilee in 2022 and the Government has announced that 
everyone in the country will receive an additional Bank Holiday.  The Bank Holiday chosen is in a school 
holiday and it has been decided in Somerset that most schools will take this Bank Holiday on Friday 22nd 
October 2021.  Please see an updated school calendar on the last page of this newsletter that has this day 
added to it. 

Volunteering opportunities 
We anticipate that from September we will be able to welcome volunteers into school to hear children read and be a 
greater part of the school community.  We know that this is mutually rewarding for the children and those that volunteer 
and we are recruiting for more people to come and help within the school from September.  On Monday 19th July, we held 
a training session (where all of the appropriate safeguarding training will be led by Mr Clode).  If you would like to volunteer 
(subject to appropriate police checks) it is not too late to start in September, please do contact the school office as we 
would love to hear from you and invite you to another volunteer session. 
 
After school enrichment clubs 
If you would like your child to attend one of the enrichment after school clubs in the Autumn Term please do ensure that 
you book your child into the clubs through your ParentPay account by the deadline set. 
 
Variety Show 
Unfortunately, due to the ongoing Covid restrictions we are unable to hold our variety show at the 
Guildhall again this year.  However, we are delighted that the children still had opportunity to perform 
and the performance has been uploaded to our vimeo account.  The link to find the show has been 

shared via our Twitter and Facebook account and is here https://vimeo.com/575741620 

 
School uniform for September 
We know that many of you may need to buy uniform for September and have included our uniform expectation towards 
the end of the newsletter to remind you of the expectations. 
 

E-Safety news from Miss Thompson 
With the summer holidays nearly here, many families will be enjoying video games as 
part of their entertainment in the coming weeks. Gaming can be a creative, collaborative 
and enjoyable family activity. However, parents will also be aware of the risks posed if 
children play games which are not suitable for them and knowing how to choose 
appropriate games, and how to talk to your children about it, can be difficult. 

This Childnet webpage is a great place to get advice about how to make choices about games for your family and ways to 
have conversations about appropriate games with your children: 
https://www.childnet.com/blog/help-my-child-wants-to-play-games-that-are-too-old-for-them 
 
Have we got your correct details? – A message from the school office 
In order to keep your child safe, please make sure that if you have changed your telephone number, email address or 
home address you remember to let the school office know. 
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We have space for more children! 
If your friends or family have been impressed by what we have been doing for your children during the school year, we 
have space for more children in all year groups apart from Y5 and Y6. We would love to welcome more children into our 
caring, inclusive and academically high achieving community. 
 
If you need financial help 
We appreciate that for some of our families, life is tough at the moment with financial constraints and especially with 
the closure of Oscar Mayer. If you do need help, please contact the school and we can sign post you  to organisations 
that can help you. 
 
Safeguarding 
Safeguarding is the responsibility of everybody. In terms of keeping children safe, please “Don’t think “What if I’m wrong” 
Think… “What if I am right” If you have any concerns about a pupil you should report this to a member of staff immediately. 
If you feel a pupil is at risk or a subject of abuse you must contact the Designated Safeguarding Team immediately. 
Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mr Clode and Deputy Designated Safeguard Leads: Miss Gregory and Mr Talmage. The 
school Safeguarding & Child Protection Governor is Mrs Jo Boyland. 
 
Pupil Premium 
The pupil premium is additional funding that the Government provides for each child who is believed to be disadvantaged 
in achieving their best in education. At Manor Court Primary School, we provide high quality education and enrichment 
opportunities for all our pupils regardless of ability or background. However, it is useful        to receive this funding for all children 
entitled to it. If your children are entitled to free school meals or a member of the household is currently in receipt, or has 
been in the last six years, of Universal credit then please do apply through this hyperlink 
https://secure1.somerset.gov.uk/forms/PortalShowForm.asp?fm_formalias=freeschoolmeal 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to wish you a very happy and safe summer holidays. 
 

Thank you for your continued support, 

Mr Luke Talmage        Mr Alan Clode 
Head Teacher             Deputy Head Teacher/Inclusion Leader 
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    Manor Court Community Primary School 

2021-2022 Term Dates & Holidays 
September 2021  October 2021  November 2021  

M  6 13 20 27 M   4 11 18 25 M  1 8 15 22 29 

Tu  7 14 21 28 Tu   5 12 19 26 Tu  2 9 16 23 30 

W 1 8 15 22 29 W   6 13 20 27 W  3 10 17 24  

Th 2 9 16 23 30 Th   7 14 21 28 Th  4 11 18 25  

F 3 10 17 24  F  1 8 15 22 29 F  5 12 19 26  

Sa 4 11 18 25  Sa  2 9 16 23 30 Sa  6 13 20 27  

Su 5 12 19 26  Su  3 10 17 24 31 Su  7 14 21 28  

December 2021   January 2022   February 2022 

M  6 13 20 27 M  3 10 17 24 31 M   7 14 21 28 

Tu  7 14 21 28 Tu  4 11 18 25  Tu  1 8 15 22 

W 1 8 15 22 29 W  5 12 19 26  W  2 9 16 23 

Th 2 9 16 23 30 Th  6 13 20 27  Th  3 10 17 24 

F 3 10 17 24 31 F  7 14 21 28  F  4 11 18 25 

Sa 4 11 18 25  Sa 1 8 15 22 29  Sa  5 12 19 26  

Su 5 12 19 26  Su 2 9 16 23 30  Su  6 13 20 27  

 March 2022   April 2022 May 2022 

M  7 14 21 28 M   4 11 18 25 M     2  9 16 23 30 

Tu 1 8 15 22 29 Tu   5 12 19 26 Tu  3 10 17 24 31 

W 2 9 16 23 30 W   6 13 20 27 W  4 11 18 25  

Th 3 10 17 24 31 Th   7 14 21 28 Th  5 12 19 26  

F 4 11 18 25  F  1 8 15 22 29 F  6 13 20 27  

Sa 5 12 19 26  Sa  2 9 16 23 30 Sa  7 14 21 28  

Su 6 13 20 27  Su  3 10 17 24  Su 1 8 15 22 29  

 June 2022     July 2022   August 2022 

M  6 13 20 27 M   4 11 18 25 M  1 8 15 22 29 

Tu  7 14 21 28 Tu   5 12 19 26 Tu  2 9 16 23 30 

W 1 8 15 22 29 W   6 13 20 27 W  3 10 17 24 31 

Th 2 9 16 23 30 Th   7 14 21 28 Th  4 11 18 25  

F 3 10 17 24  F  1 8 15 22 29 F  5 12 19 26 

Sa 4 11 18 25  Sa  2 9 16 23 30 Sa  6 13 20 27  

Su 5 12 19 26  Su  3 10 17 24 31 Su  7 14 21 28  

 

Key: 

School Holiday  

 Bank Holiday  

 

 

 Term dates summary: 
 

Term 1: 06 September – 21 October 2021 (34 days) 

Term 2: 01 November – 17 December 2021 (35 days) 

Term 3: 04 January – 18 February 2022 (34 days) 

Term 4: 28 February – 08 April 2022 (30 days) 

Term 5: 25 April – 27 May 2022 (24 days) 

Term 6: 06 June – 26 July 2022 (37 days)                   TOTAL = 194 

 

Bank and public holidays 2021/22 – Revised to include the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
Christmas Day Holiday 27 December 2021* Easter Monday 18 April 2022 

Boxing Day Holiday 28 December 2021* Early May Day Holiday 02 May 2022 
New Year’s Day Holiday 03 January 2022* Spring Bank Holiday 02 June 2022 
Good Friday 15 April 2022 Platinum Jubilee 03 June 2022 

Summer Bank Holiday 29 August 2022 

 
* Replacement Bank Holiday when the bank holiday falls on a weekend 
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Tuning in to Kids Parenting Group 
A free 5 week course for parents and carers of children aged 4-11. 

Would you like to learn how to: 

• be better at talking with your child? 

• be better at understanding your child? 

• help your child learn to manage their emotions? 

• help to prevent behaviour problems in your child? 

• teach your child to deal with conflict? 

 

Dates: Wednesday 22nd and 29th September, October 

6th, 13th, 20th. 

Time: 9.30a.m. – 12.noon 

Venue: Manor Court School, Chard 
For more information on this course and to book your place, please contact Parent & 

Family Support Advisers, 

Whitney Gibbins 07818580632 

Or Emma Connolly 07825357613 
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