
We take child protection extremely seriously at our school. If you have a concern, you can speak to any of the school's 
designated and trained Child Protection officers: Mr Clode, Miss Gregory or Mr Talmage. Alternatively, you can ring 
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Dear parents and carers, 
Summer Term Newsletter 1 – Friday 30th April 2021 

 
Key dates (please note that these may change.) 

May 2021 

Monday 3rd May 2021 School closed for Bank Holiday Monday  

Wednesday 12th May 
2021 

EAL Award accreditation meeting 

Friday 14th May 2021 Vision Screening – Foundation (further information to follow) 

Thursday 20th May 2021 Sports Day – Unfortunately because of Covid-19 restrictions parents cannot attend 
this year. 

Parental survey about remote learning provision during the Third Lockdown 
We are delighted that parents took the time to complete our survey about our home learning 
provision during the latest lockdown. Results were published last week so please take the time to 
have a look at the results on the school website.  The link to the results on the website is below:- 
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/manor-court-

community/UploadedDocument/a3c1f1b9c9ba412aa6527e9ec8efb1bc/remote-learning-provision-parental-survey-
march-2021.pdf 

 

Dropping off and collection of children at the rear of the school 
We have received multiple complaints from parents about how children are being dropped off at the start and collected 
at the end of the school day in cars at the back of the school. 
May we politely remind you that parents may not enter the staff carpark, must be respectful of each other and the 
members of the community who live in the vicinity of the school.  Due to complaints from those who live nearby and 
parents within the school we have requested that the local parking attendant and PCSO spend time patrolling the rear 
of the school.  Comment has also been made about parents smoking at this time, we would be pleased if this could 
stop. 

 
St George’s Day 
Last Friday was St George’s day and the children enjoyed celebrating and learning about the history 
of St George and wearing their red or white item of non-school uniform.  The front of the school also 
looked beautiful with our red, white and blue bunting which was made for the 75th anniversary of VE-
Day last year. 

 
Dunelm Sunflower competition 
We were delighted to be nominated for and win the Dunelm (Yeovil branch) Sunflower competition 
and grateful to all of the parents and friends who voted for us.  Mrs Farwell collected our prizes this 
week and we have decided that the Year 4 and Year 5 classes will be responsible for growing them. 
 

PE Kit 
It is becoming more and more apparent that some children are trying to push the boundaries and ‘outdo’ each other 
with the brightest PE kit.  Children are not to wear branded tops (eg Nike or Adidas) and clothing in their PE lessons 
and if they are cold should wear their school sweatshirt or cardigan or Manor Court PE hoodie.  We would appreciate 
your support in this matter. 

 
EAL Award Accreditation – News from Mr Clode 
We are very proud of our EAL (English as an Additional Language) provision and the support 
we give to our EAL pupils and families. We are also very proud of the high levels of progress 
and attainment of the pupils. Our EAL families are a big part of what makes Manor Court such 
a special place and we do everything we can to make everybody feel welcome and valued in 
our community. To celebrate this, we have applied for an EAL Quality Mark that will recognise 
and reward the hard work and achievement of pupils, parents and staff.  
Sa (Mrs) Gomez and I have been working hard to gather evidence to support the application 
and the assessors will be visiting the school on Wednesday 12th May. I know Sa Gomes has 
already asked some parents, but if you would like to write a testimonial or short statement in 
relation to the support you may have received in this area, in support of our application, we would be very grateful – 
please email the office or class email. Thank you to those who have already done this – it was a real pleasure to us all 
to read such kind words. We would also like some parents to talk to the assessors about their experience at Manor 
Court between 8:45am – 9:00am on that day. If you would like to volunteer, please speak to me or Sa Gomes.  
I know the children will do themselves and the school really proud on the day as always! 
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EYC News from Laura 
We are really enjoying our weekly music sessions with Declan where we have been practising a range 
of new songs which involve movement, rhythm, and sounds. Our ‘school ready’ children have been 
developing their listening and attention through a range of activities, practising their voice sounds and 
making silly soup. Our younger children have been learning through their own interests of cars, babies, 
animals, small world, and mark making.  
If you are interested in your child joining us, please do get in touch. We are on Facebook, Instagram, 
and Twitter.  

 
World Book Day books 
Due to our relationship with Chard Bookshop, all of our pupils received a book this week to keep.  The 
books were ordered for us from the World Book Day scheme and our school council were busy this 
week ensuring every child had a book to enjoy. 

 

 
E-Safety news from Miss Thompson 
Watching videos is one of the most popular ways for children to use technology. As 
with all online activity, this comes with potential risks as well as the benefits. 
ThinkUKnow have put together a useful parents' guide to how to talk to your child 
about inappropriate content and keeping safe when watching videos. 
Their four tips are: 
1. Talk to your child about what videos they like to watch online (and watch some together) 
2. Look up the age ratings and the minimum age of use for the apps, sites and games your child uses 
3. Set up parental controls and filters 
4. Use ThinkUKnow resources to help you help your child stay safe online 
 
For more detail about these tips, read the full guide at: 
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/parents-guide-to-watching-videos-online/ 
 
We have space for more children! 
If your friends or family have been impressed by what we have been doing for your children during the school year, we 
have space for more children in all year groups apart from Y5 and Y6.  We would love to welcome more children into 
our caring, inclusive and academically high achieving community. 

 

Foundation Stage butterflies 

Foundation Stage loved watching their tiny caterpillars turn into beautiful butterflies.  Last week they were 
released and they were lucky enough that some stayed around for a while before they flew off. 

 
Pupil Premium 
The pupil premium is additional funding that the Government provides for each child who is believed to be 
disadvantaged in achieving their best in education. At Manor Court Primary School, we provide high quality 
education and enrichment opportunities for all our pupils regardless of ability or background. However, it is useful 
to receive this funding for all children entitled to it. If your children are entitled to free school meals or a member of 
the household is currently in receipt, or has been in the last six years, of Universal credit then please do apply 
through this hyperlink https://secure1.somerset.gov.uk/forms/PortalShowForm.asp?fm_formalias=freeschoolmeal 

 
Year 6 Eco-Warriors Poster competition 
Our amazing Year 6 Eco-Warriors led an online assembly to the whole school on Wednesday 
afternoon, focusing on the importance of bees. They are going to improve the wildlife area by planting 
more flowers for bees to enjoy and explained a new poster competition. 

 
Sunflowers of Somerset 
In association with Majorie from Sunflowers of Somerset and Ingrid from Chard florist Floweringii, our 
Eco-Warriers enjoyed an afternoon learning all about sunflowers.  The children looked at different parts 
and varieties of sunflower; they all agreed that the ‘Teddy Bear’ variety was their favourite.  They planted 
lots of sunflower seeds and we hope to be enjoying plenty of bright sunny blooms around the school later 
in the year. 
 
2021-2022 Term Dates 
The Term Dates for the 2021-2022 academic term have changed and there will be an additional Bank Holiday in 2022 
to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum jubilee.  Please see the school website or the final page of this newsletter for the 
updated term dates that have been set for the next school year. 
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If you need financial help 
We appreciate that for some of our families, life is tough at the moment with financial constraints and especially 
with the recent news about Oscar Mayer. If you do need help, please contact the school and we can sign post you 
to organisations that can help you during this time. 

 
Have we got your correct details? – A message from the school office 
In order to keep your child safe, please make sure that if you have changed your telephone number, email address or 
home address you remember to let the school office know. 
 
Safeguarding 
Safeguarding is the responsibility of everybody. In terms of keeping children safe, please “Don’t think “What if I’m 
wrong” Think… “What if I am right” If you have any concerns about a pupil you should report this to a member of staff 
immediately. If you feel a pupil is at risk or a subject of abuse you must contact the Designated Safeguarding Team 
immediately. Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mr Clode and Deputy Designated Safeguard Leads: Miss Gregory and 
Mr Talmage. The school Safeguarding & Child Protection Governor is Mrs Jo Boyland. 

 

Thank you for your continued support, 

 

  
 
Mr Luke Talmage Mr Alan Clode 
Head Teacher Deputy Head Teacher/Inclusion Leader
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