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Dear Parents and carers,            
 

Autumn Term Newsletter 4 - Friday 18th October 2019 
 

Key dates (please note that these may change) 

October 

Monday 21st & Wednesday 23rd  Parents’ Evenings 

Thursday 24th  Futsal Competition at Holyrood Academy – selected children 
Foundation Art Exhibition 

Friday 25th Last day of this half term 

November 

4th  Return to school 
Yr 4/5 swimming commences 

 
Parents’ evenings  
You should have received your appointment time for Parents evening next week.  These will be held on Monday 
21st October (until 7:00pm) and Wednesday 23rd October (until 6:00pm) in the school hall.  These appointments 
are invaluable for parents and teachers alike, where information can be shared, next steps created and children’s 
progress and attainment can be celebrated.   
Owls have been informed that Mrs Terry is currently unwell and appointments will be made when she returns to 
school. 
 
After school clubs 
Due to Parents evening on Monday and Wednesday there will not be calligraphy, homework (all year groups), 
times tables, girls’ football, film, running or netball clubs next week.  Please collect your child at the end of the 
school day. 
 
Staff car park 
Please do not use the staff car park when dropping your children at school, including breakfast club or when 
collecting them at the end of the school day, including after school clubs. 
 
Cuddly toys and pencil cases 
Unless in prior agreement with the class teacher, Mr Clode or Mr Talmage, primarily because of emotional needs, 
children are not to bring into school cuddly toys or anything of sentimental value from home.  Pencil cases are not 
required to be brought into school because all equipment is provided for the children by the school.  Thank you for 
your support in these matters.  
 
Nut based products 
Please do not put nuts or nut- based products in your childrens’ lunchboxes as we have a child in school with a 
severe nut allergy.  This includes Nutella and other nut-based chocolate spreads. 
 

Y4 Chard Carnival.  Winners for the second year in a row! 
The Year 4 children participated in Chard’s children’s carnival procession once again this year.  
Well done to them for winning the school’s category for the second year in a row.  Meshach (in 
Foxes class) was the Carnival prince and many congratulations should go to him for this honour. 
 

Zozulenka Ukrainian singing and dancing tour assembly 
We are delighted that the Zozulenka Ukranian singing and dancing tour are visiting Manor Court next Wednesday.  
These talented performers are from the Ukranian school or Arts and we are grateful that Chard Baptist Church 
have introduced us. 
 
Chard Library Summer Reading challenge 
The children that completed Chard Library’s Summer Reading Challenge have been presented with their 
medals and certificates in celebration assemblies since the previous newsletter was sent home.  
Librarian Lyn is pictured here with successful pupils from lower Key Stage 2. 
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Somerset Activity and Sports awards 2019 
We are very pleased to announce that we have been nominated as a finalist for the Primary PE and sport premium 
awards at this year’s Somerset awards. 
This week a case study about Manor Court sports provision was published by Sports England.  This can be found 
on the school website and on the last two pages of this newsletter. 
 
Open days 
Don’t forget Open day on Monday 21st October.  This is an opportunity for parents of current children and any 
future children to visit the school and see it in action. 
 

International mental health day 
Last week, Mr Pidgeon, staff and the well-being council led assembly for international mental 
health day.  The KS2 children learnt how to look after their mental health and the importance of 
not hiding their feelings.  We will complete a whole school activity on International children’s 
mental health day in February 2020. 

 
Shoe box appeal 
This year we are again supporting the Blythswood Care Shoebox Appeal and have sent a leaflet and letter home 
with the children explaining all the details. These shoeboxes go to extremely in need children, teenagers and 
adults who would not normally receive any gifts at Christmas. We would really appreciate if you would consider 
donating a shoebox of small gifts or items that can be used by us to make up shoeboxes. The deadline for handing 
them into school is Tuesday 22nd October 2019. Thank you for your support 
 
Year 6 Girls football team 
The year 5 & 6 girls football team did the school proud last week in the Holyrood cluster competition.  
They won all three group games and then made it through to the final, only missing out on penalties. 
 
Whole school attendance 
Whole school attendance is currently 96%! 
 
Safeguarding 
Safeguarding is the responsibility of everybody.  In terms of keeping children safe, please “Don’t think “What if I’m 
wrong” Think… “What if I am right” If you have any concerns about a pupil you should report this to a member of 
staff immediately. If you feel a pupil is at risk or a subject of abuse you must contact the Designated Safeguarding 
Team immediately. Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mr Clode and Deputy Designated Safeguard Lead: Mr 
Talmage.  The school Safeguarding & Child Protection Governor is Mrs Jo Boyland. 
 
School admissions 
We currently have places for children in all year groups, apart from Y5 and Y6, in which we are oversubscribed.  
Please do tell your friends and family members! 
The way in which parents of children due to start school in 2020 has changed.  To save money, Somerset County 
Council no longer post letters home to parents to explain the application process.  For further information about 
the process, please follow this link or come and speak to us in the school office and we would be delighted to help 
you. http://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-learning-and-schools/choosing-a-school/apply-to-start-school/ 
 

Ofsted Parent view – The questions have changed, please review again. 
Parent view is a way in which Ofsted surveys the parents of children within a school to find out 
their views of the school and how it can be improved further.  These opinions become part of the 
overall judgment of the school.  If you would like to pass on your opinions to Ofsted, please 
complete the survey on the parent view website.  The website can be found at 
www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk  

 
Thank you for your continued support,  
 
     
 

Mr L Talmage  Mr A Clode 
Head Teacher  Deputy Head Teacher/Inclusion leader 
 
 
 

http://www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
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