
We take child protection extremely seriously at our school. If you have a concern, you can speak to any of the school's 
designated and trained Child Protection officers: Mr Clode, Miss Gregory or Mr Talmage. Alternatively, you can ring 
Children Social Care on: 0300 123 2224 or email childrens@somerset.gov.uk  

 

 

 
 
Dear Parents and carers  

Spring Term 3 – Friday 11th February 2022 
 

February 2022 

Friday 18th February Non-School Uniform day for the RNLI 
Children break up for their half term holiday 

Monday 28th February  Children return to school after their half term holiday 

March 2022 

Thursday 3rd March World Book Day (further information to follow) 

Monday 7th March Foundation Stage Axe Valley Trip (details to follow) 
YR4 & YR5 Stargazing Evening 

Friday 18th March Non-School uniform day for the Comic Relief 

 
Medical/Allergen information 
It is important that we have up-to-date information on your child’s medical and allergen needs.  If there have been 
any changes, please let the school office know.  
 
Non-School uniform day 
Next Friday (18th February) we are holding a non-school uniform day to raise money for 
School Council’s charity of the year, the RNLI.   
Children and staff can wear non-school uniform (ideally something red, white, blue or yellow) 
for a 50p donation. 
 
Covid safety measures – A message from Mr Talmage 
Despite the Government announcing a lifting of Covid restrictions, at Manor Court with the full support of our Local 
Governing Body, I have decided to lift these measures at a ‘slow and sure’ pace. We all can’t wait to be back to 
the way of schooling as it was before the pandemic, but I am very aware that the pandemic is not yet over.   
Our current covid safety measures continue to remain in place for the foreseeable future, including staggered 
starts, year group bubbles, online assemblies, and face masks in communal areas. 
If you need advice about coronavirus or to inform us about a positive LFT test, please do email the specific covid 
case email address covidcase@manorcourt.ppat365.org as this enables us to help quicker.  This email address 
is checked throughout the day from 07:30 and until 21:00 each day. 
 

SASP Early Years Physical activity certificate  
The Foundation Stage children and Miss Grabham were excited on Monday to receive the SASP 
Early Years Physical Activity accreditation certificate.  The accreditation acknowledges and 
celebrates all of the fantastic physical activity of children in the EYC and Foundation Stage. 

 
Safer Internet Day 
On Tuesday each child in the school participated in Internet Safety Day, learning how to keep themselves safe 
online in an age-appropriate manner. 
 

Year 6 Make £5 Grow business enterprise project 
Last week Year 6 had entrepreneur Julie Sands, proprietor and founder of of the company 
Crafetvan, mentor them. This was part of their PHSE Make £5 Grow Business Enterprise 
Project. They learnt about how to start up a business, financial costings of having your 
own business, market research of products, making/creating and sales of products and 
how to run and promote a sustainably effective company. Julie was kind enough to share 
her top-tips of having your own business with the year group.  Please support and follow 
the progress of our Year 6's as they embark upon this young enterprise project. 

 
Rotary Club writing competition winner 
Huge congratulations to Bonnie in Year 4 who has won the Rotary Club Writing Competition for the 
local district with her fact file about the environment.  She now qualifies to compete in the national 
round and has chosen all of these books as her prize! 
 
Radical Reading project 
Mrs Terry and some key stage 2 school pupils will be at Tesco next Friday to promote our Radical Reading Project. 
We will be meeting customers to explain why we would like to win the Chard Tesco's token store competition to 
purchase new, recommended books for all classes and to encourage reading for pleasure. 
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World Book Day – A message from Mrs Terry 
On Thursday 3rd March we will be celebrating World Book Day along with other schools up 
and down the country. There is no need to buy a costume, but pupils may come dressed as 
their favourite book character, wear their pyjamas to snuggle up with a story or their favourite 
clothes as we encourage reading for pleasure (no football shirts or slogan tops please). 
They can even bring their slippers to change into during the day! 
All pupils will be making a cardboard scene from a book, so after the half term we will be 
collecting cardboard boxes (shoe boxes and cereal boxes are ideal). Each child will also be 
given a book token they can exchange for a book to keep. More details about the planned 
activities for the day will follow soon 

 
Safeguarding  
Safeguarding is the responsibility of everybody. In terms of keeping children safe, please “Don’t think “What if I’m 
wrong Think… ‘What if I am right” If you have any concerns about a pupil, you should report this to a member of 
staff immediately. If you feel a pupil is at risk or a subject of abuse you must contact the Designated Safeguarding 
Team immediately. The Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mr Clode and Deputy Designated Safeguard leads are 
Miss Gregory and Mr Talmage. The school Safeguarding and Child Protection Governor is Mrs Jo Boyland. 

 
Year 2 news! 
Last week Year 2 loved making their own bread rolls for their MC48. They learnt what ingredients are 
needed to make a dough and had an opportunity at practising their kneading skills. They made their 
own rolls first thing at school to understand the importance of allowing it to prove and rise. All the 
children thoroughly enjoyed tasting their bread roll and it reminded them of the Christian story they 
had learnt previously during the week about the Last Supper.  

 
Cold weather 
The weather has been especially cold and wet since we have returned to school after the Christmas holidays.  
Please ensure that you send your child to school with a suitable coat and ideally a hat and gloves that are named. 
 
E-Safety news from Miss Thompson 
Fake news has become more of a concern, particularly in recent years. Internet 
Matters have a brilliant page of information and resources aimed at parents who want 
to discuss tackling fake news with their children. You can find the page 
here: https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/fake-news-and-misinformation-advice-
hub/resources-to-deal-with-fake-news/ 
 
Pupil Premium 
The pupil premium is additional funding that the Government provides for each child who is believed to be 
disadvantaged in achieving their best in education. At Manor Court Primary School, we provide high quality 
education and enrichment opportunities for all our pupils regardless of ability or background. However, it is useful 
to receive this funding for all children entitled to it. If your children are entitled to free school meals or a member 
of the household is currently in receipt, or has been in the last six years, of Universal credit then please do apply 
through this hyperlink https://secure1.somerset.gov.uk/forms/PortalShowForm.asp?fm_formalias=freeschoolmeal 

 
Punctuality! 
We are observing a number of children who are regularly late to school and missing 
the vital learning at the start to their school day.  We appreciate that on occasion 
this cannot be helped but have explained to the children that are regularly late that 
they will be staying in at morning break or lunchtime to catch up on any work that 
they have missed.  If your child is late for school, we know that this is the 

responsibility of the parent so please help us to educate your child by ensuring that they get to school on time 
every morning. 
 
EYC news from Stacey! 
This week in Pre-school we have been looking at the book ‘We’re going on a bear hunt.’ The 
children have been making and drawing different parts from the book.  
Also, the children have been very helpful in the garden, getting it ready for spring by planting 
some bulbs and making sure they’re watered. 
 
Year 4 Swim Sessions 
A reminder that the option to book your child onto our swimming sessions at Chard Leisure Centre starting after 
the half term, will close on ParentPay on Friday 25th February.  Please login to your account if you would like your 
child to take part in these sessions. 
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Have we got your correct details?   
A message from the School Office:- In order to keep your child safe, please let the office know if you have changed 
your telephone number, email address or home address so that your child’s record can be updated. 
 

Ofsted Parent view  
Parent view is a way in which Ofsted surveys the parents of children within a school to find out 
their views of the school and how it can be improved further. These opinions become part of 
the overall judgment of the school. If you would like to pass on your opinions to Ofsted, please 
complete the survey on the parent view website. The website can be found at 
www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk 
 

Thank you for your continued support and with all good wishes. 

                  
Mr Luke Talmage   Mr Alan Clode 
Head Teacher   Deputy Head and Inclusion Leader 
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