
 

We take child protection extremely seriously at our school. If you have a concern, you can speak to any of the school's 
designated and trained Child Protection officers: Mr Clode, Miss Gregory or Mr Talmage. Alternatively, you can ring 
Children Social Care on: 0300 123 2224 or email childrens@somerset.gov.uk  

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and carers  
Autumn Term 1 – Friday 17th September 2021 

September 2021 

Tuesday 21st September Year 6 Football at Holyrood Academy (selected pupils) 

Wednesday 22nd September Individual pupil photographs 

Friday 24th September Year 6 trip to the Houses of Parliament 

October 2021 

Monday 4th October Carnival bus visit to school (year 4) 

Thursday 7th October Harvest Festival 

Saturday 9th October Chard Carnival procession 

 

Welcome back 
It has been such a pleasure being back at school and seeing the children so happy in 
their work and whilst socialising on the playground together during their breaktimes.  We 
welcome all our new families to our school community, and we look forward to having a 
long and happy relationship with you. 
We also welcome some new members of staff to the team.  Miss Kate Whitehouse who 
teaches Dragonflies class, Miss Lily Kitto who is teaching Owls and Mr Sam Netherway 
who is teaching Badgers class.  We also welcome Mrs Wendy Holloway who works with Mrs Terry in Foxes, Mrs 
Jasmine Lane who works with Miss Diffey and the Puffins class.  In the EYC we have recently employed Michelle 
Mills, Stacey Dexter and Jodie Johnston. 

Full Time attendance for Foundation Stage 
Hedgehogs and Squirrels class start to attend school full time on Monday and will be in school between the hours 
of 08:30 and 15:00.  Please continue to drop and collect your child at the top gate. 

EYC news from Natalie! 
During the past couple of weeks, we have had great fun looking at All About Me and Our Family! 
We have had mirrors, family portraits and played families in our home corner! We have enjoyed 
reading our books of the week The Rainbow Fish and The Tiger Who Came for Tea. 
 

 
Long hair 
Many of our girls (and some of our boys) have long hair that is below shoulder length.  For their personal safety, 
especially on PE days, can we request that this is tied back. 
 

Twitter and Facebook 
If you are not already following our official school accounts on Twitter or Facebook, do consider 
following us as this is an excellent way to find current information about the school. Our school twitter 
account is @ManorCourtChard and you can find us on Facebook at @manorcourtchard 

Year 6 Trip to the Houses of Parliament 
The Year 6 children are excited to be going to London next Friday to visit the Houses of Parliament (although 
possibly not as excited about the 06:15 start to the day).  This is always an exciting and informative day and 
cements the children’s understanding about British Democracy and British Values. 

Year 2 PCSO visit 
In Year 2 the children have been learning about community through the book ‘The Invisible’ 
by Tom Percival.  On Wednesday the children had a visit from the local PCSO and learnt all 
about her role in the community. 

Mrs Wilkins maternity leave 
Mrs Wilkins starts her maternity leave today and we wish her and her second baby all of our best wishes. 

#HelloYellow Day – A message from Mrs Scott 

On Friday 8th October we are joining schools around the country and supporting the charity Young 

Minds by taking part in #HelloYellow and raising vital funds to support the work of the charity. On 

the day the children can wear non-school unform with an item of yellow clothing for a donation of 

50p. 
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Year 4 Carnival 
As part of their Manor Court 48 opportunities, the children in Year 4 will participate in Chard carnival on Saturday 
9th October.  This year’s procession is a walking procession and the children have been learning a fantastic dance 
routine and entitled their entry ‘Made in Chard’.  An information letter for parents of children in Year 4 was sent 
home yesterday. 
 
Emergency Lockdown procedures 
This week, as part of our commitment to keeping all children and staff safe, we have introduced a lockdown policy 
to be implemented should an emergency situation arise during the school.  We practiced this for the first time on 
Wednesday afternoon and will continue to practice this on a termly basis.   
 
Roald Dahl Day – News from Mrs Terry 
We celebrated Roald Dahl day on Monday of this week, 13th September, as this 
is his birth date. I had the pleasure to lead an assembly in the morning and the 
children from across the school took part in a range of activities to celebrate his 
life and books including designing new front covers in Year 1, character 
descriptions in Year 4, reports on his life in Year 5 and drawing pictures in the 
style of Quentin Blake in Year 6. Please look on Facebook or Twitter for more 
photographs of the amazing work produced. 
 
Open Days 
Due to the Covid pandemic parents have not been able to visit the school for over eighteen months and most of 
our Year 1 and Foundation Stage parents have not been into the building.  We are arranging three open days on 
Tuesday 12th October, Wednesday 13th October and Thursday 14th October and will send further information and 
a booking form home next week.   
 

Harvest Festival 
On Thursday 7th October we will have our annual Harvest Festival assembly with St. Mary’s 
Church.  The KS1 assembly is at 09:30 and the KS2 assembly is at 11:00 in St Mary’s Church.  
As usual we would gratefully receive donations of tinned goods, UHT long-life milk, jams and 
marmalades, biscuits all within date for The Lords Larder.  If your child would like to make a 
donation, please bring these into school from Monday 4th October and give them to your class 
teacher. 

 
If you need financial help 
We appreciate that for some our families, life is tough at the moment with additional financial constraints.  If you 
do need help please contact the school and we can sign post you to organisations that can help you during this 
time. 
 
Safeguarding  
Safeguarding is the responsibility of everybody.  In terms of keeping children safe, please “Don’t think “What if I’m 
wrong Think… ‘What if I am right” If you have any concerns about a pupil you should report this to a member of 
staff immediately.  If you feel a pupil is at risk or a subject of abuse you must contact the Designated Safeguarding 
Team immediately.  The Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mr Clode and Deputy Designated Safeguard leads are 
Miss Gregory and Mr Talmage.  The school Safeguarding and Child Protection Governor is Mrs Jo Boyland. 
 

E-Safety news from Miss Thompson 
Since last year, Netflix has been working with the BBFC and 100% of the 
content on Netflix is now age-rated to BBFC classification standards, which 
makes it the first UK streaming service to manage this. If you'd like a bit 
more information about how to set up a child account and set maturity 
ratings, you can read more about it 
here: https://help.netflix.com/en/node/264 

 
Thank you for your continued support and with all good wishes. 
 

                  
Mr Luke Talmage   Mr Alan Clode 
Head Teacher   Deputy Head and Inclusion Leader 

https://help.netflix.com/en/node/264

