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Dear Parents and carers  

Spring Term 5 – Friday 18th March 2022 
 

March 2022 

Friday 18th March Non-School uniform day for comic relief 

Monday 21st March Tempest Photography class photos 

Thursday 24th March Foundation Stage Vision screening tests 

Friday 25th March  Foundation Stage Mother’s Day assembly 

April 2022 

Saturday 2nd April YR6 Enterprise market in Chard town 

Tuesday 5th April YR5 Trip to Cineworld, Yeovil 

Friday 8th April Last day of Spring term for Easter holiday 

 
Support for Ukraine 
Once more we were overwhelmed with your generosity last Friday.  Bags and boxes full of 
items were donated for children and adults in Ukraine along with £390 donated to the Red 
Cross Ukraine appeal. Thank you!  
On Tuesday, our Year 4 children visited the Ukrainian appeal collection point in Chard to pack 
all the very generous donations that were collected last week. Every child had the opportunity 
to pack items in boxes ready to be shipped off on Friday to neighbouring Poland to support all 
those Ukrainians who have fled their homes and are in desperate need.  
 

Parents evenings 
Thank you for your patience as we implemented our new online booking system enabling you to book your meeting 
with your child’s teacher.  It has been positive hearing teachers talk about the telephone/zoom meetings on 
Tuesday and was wonderful seeing many of you in the school hall yesterday. 
 
Foundation Stage Trip to Axe Valley Wildlife Park 
On Monday 7th March the Foundation Stage children went on their first ever school trip which 
required coach travel and had lots of fun learning about different wildlife animals at Axe Valley 
Wildlife park.  The children and staff held the animals and were introduced to lots of creatures that 
they had never seen before.  It is certainly a place to visit with your children for an afternoon.  
 
Email communication  
Please remember that during the recent half term holiday we implemented an additional layer of security in respect 
to emails, information, and the data that we hold.  We’ve noticed that some of our emails to parents are bouncing 
back so please bear with us as we rectify this problem. 
 

Year 5/6 Football 
This week our Year 5/6 Football Team had an enjoyable afternoon playing in a friendly 
tournament at Avishayes Primary.  The children played in a spirited way but unfortunately 
lost their two games by a narrow margin. 
 

 
Medical and Allergen information 
It is important that we have up-to-date information on your child’s medical and allergen needs.  If there have been 
any changes, please let the school office know. 
 

Year 3 trip to Stonehenge 
Year 3 had a fantastic time at Stonehenge on Tuesday. We learnt how Neolithic people 
built their homes, discovered how to make Stone Age cheese and had a go at pulling a 
28-ton Sarsen stone - we thought the entire school might just about manage it!  Seeing 
the monument itself really helped make our history unit come alive - a great day had by 
all. 
 

 
2022 – 2023 Term and Holiday Dates 
We’ve published our 2022-2023 School Term and Holiday dates on our school website this week and have added 
them to the end of this newsletter for you to print off for use at home. 
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EYC news from Stacey! 
We would like to introduce you to Pip, our EYC bear.  Pip gives the children the opportunity to take 
her home and share their adventures and build children's confidence in sharing what they have 
been doing with Pip at circle time. 
As spring is nearly here, we would love to see any spring activities the children get up to. You can 
use EyLog to add observations of what they have been doing at home.  
Please do like our page on Facebook as we routinely post the excellent activities we do with your 
children for you all to see.  

 
Celebration assembly 
It was marvellous to have our first non-Zoom KS1 and KS2 celebration assemblies in the school hall today since 
March 2020.  For some of our children this was the first time that they had sat with their friends in assembly during 
all of their time in our school.  We look forward to welcoming parents into these assemblies with us after the Easter 
holidays. 
Next week we will be in the hall twice as we start to hold our KS1 and KS2 singing assemblies.  
 
Ofsted Parent view  
Parent view is a way in which Ofsted surveys the parents of children within a school to find out 
their views of the school and how it can be improved further. These opinions become part of the 
overall judgment of the school. If you would like to pass on your opinions to Ofsted, please 
complete the survey on the parent view website. The website can be found at 
www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk 
 
Scholastic book fayre – A message from Mrs Terry 
We are pleased to announce that we will be holding a Scholastic book fayre from Tuesday 26th April until Friday 
29th April. Many of the books for sale will be at half price! The books will be able to be viewed and purchased after 
school on these days, from the school hall, until 4.00pm. More details and brochures of the books for sale to follow 
soon.  
 

British Science week 
This week we’ve had an excellent week spending time being scientists in each of 
the different classes.  Our Foundation Stage children explored the pond area and 
collected some frogspawn and tadpoles in readiness for their new learning; ‘all about 
different life cycles’. The children in Year 1 spent lots of time outdoors completing 
bug hunts and finding woodlice, ants and spiders!  The year five children spent a 
whole day investigating the effects of air resistance on various materials. 
Do check out our Facebook or Twitter page for more information about what the 
children have been doing, 

 
E-Safety news from Miss Thompson 
The Internet Watch Foundation have put together a brilliant guide to help tackle 
the problem with online grooming. It's split into three sections: the first tells you 
what online child sexual abuse is; the second answers questions and gives useful 
advice; and the third tells you what to do if you are suspicious.                                     
You can find the guide here: https://talk.iwf.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/A-
guide-for-parents-and-carers-v7.pdf 
 
Pupil Premium 
The pupil premium is additional funding that the Government provides for each child who is believed to be 
disadvantaged in achieving their best in education. At Manor Court Primary School, we provide high quality 
education and enrichment opportunities for all our pupils regardless of ability or background. However, it is useful 
to receive this funding for all children entitled to it. If your children are entitled to free school meals or a member 
of the household is currently in receipt, or has been in the last six years, of Universal credit then please do apply 
through this hyperlink https://secure1.somerset.gov.uk/forms/PortalShowForm.asp?fm_formalias=freeschoolmeal 

 
Year 6 enterprise project 
Otters and Herons have received deliveries for their business enterprise scheme with Virgin 
money ‘Make £5 Grow’.  Please put Saturday 2nd April in your diaries to come and support both 
our year 6 classes as they venture into the world of entrepreneurship when they sell their 
products on the market stalls of Chard’s weekly market. More details to follow in the coming 
weeks. 
#virginmoneymake£5grow 
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Year 4 & 5 Stargazing evening 
Year 4 and 5 recently enjoyed their Stargazing evening. They watched a video about space, used the 
telescopes on the school field and warmed up with hot chocolate. 
 
Easter Bonnet competition 
The school council will be running an Easter bonnet competition to raise money for their charity of the year.  Please 
see the poster at the end of the newsletter for further information. 

 
Royal Academy of Art: our children’s work with Mrs Morton 
All Manor Court pupils have been learning about Eric Carle’s collages.  Last Friday sixty pupils 
from Y1-6 collaborated to create this British Woodland collage which is now on display in the 
school library before it is entered into the Royal Academy of Art Summer Exhibition. It is truly 
beautiful! 

 
Safeguarding  
Safeguarding is the responsibility of everybody. In terms of keeping children safe, please “Don’t think “What if I’m 
wrong Think… ‘What if I am right” If you have any concerns about a pupil, you should report this to a member of 
staff immediately. If you feel a pupil is at risk or a subject of abuse you must contact the Designated Safeguarding 
Team immediately. The Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mr Clode and Deputy Designated Safeguard leads are 
Miss Gregory and Mr Talmage. The school Safeguarding and Child Protection Governor is Mrs Jo Boyland. 
 
Year 5 Judaism lesson 
Year 5 have been learning about Judaism in their R.E lessons.  Last Friday 
they tidied their classrooms before re-enacting Shabbat. The tables were laid 
and decorated, and candles were lit. 
The children wrote recipes to make Challah bread earlier in the week and 
were able to taste it, along with grape juice. Both are traditionally consumed 
during Shabbat. 
 

Punctuality! 
We are observing a number of children who are regularly late to school and missing 
the vital learning at the start to their school day.  We appreciate that on occasion 
this cannot be helped but have explained to the children that are regularly late that 
they will be staying in at morning break or lunchtime to catch up on any work that 
they have missed.  If your child is late for school, we know that this is the 

responsibility of the parent so please help us to educate your child by ensuring that they get to school on time 
every morning. 
 
 
Thank you for your continued support and with all good wishes. 

                  
Mr Luke Talmage   Mr Alan Clode 
Head Teacher   Deputy Head and Inclusion Leader 
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