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Dear Parents and carers  

Autumn Term Newsletter 8– Friday 16th December 2022 

December 2022 

Friday 16th December Last day of the Autumn Term and non-school uniform day for  
all children 
No Celebration Assemblies due to the end of term whole school assembly 

January 2023 

Tuesday 3rd January INSET Day – School closed for all children 

Wednesday 4th January Children return to school for the Spring Term 

Monday 9th & 
Wednesday 11th January 

No teacher led after school enrichment clubs due to important staff training. 

Monday 16th January World Religion Day – ‘Why are stories important to all religions?’ 

Friday 27th January Whole school Art Exhibition at the Guildhall 

 
Foundation Stage Nativity – A message from Miss Grabham and Miss Hamilton 
Foundation stage children performed a wonderful nativity of ‘A miracle in town’. They were 
all amazing, singing and dancing their hearts out! We are very proud of their hard work, and 
we hope you have all received their photos on Eylog. Thank you for not taking photos 
throughout the performance at our request to safeguard each child. 
  

Carparking at the front of the school 
It is becoming increasingly dangerous at the front of the school at drop off and collection time.  This is because 
several parents are choosing to mount the pavement to enable their children to get out of the car!  It is important 
that this inconsiderate behaviour stops and parents who have been doing this obtain a free permit for Sainsburys 
carpark. 
 
Year 5 World War II Day 
On Monday, Year 5 arrived dressed as WW2 evacuees, climbed 
aboard the steam train at Manor Court Station to embark on an 
exciting day of learning. Throughout the morning they created gas 
mask boxes, identity tags, baked scones and made sandwiches, all 
whilst the air raid siren alerted them to danger multiple times, 
meaning they had to dive for cover under their Morrison shelters. 
The morning ended with the opportunity to view some WW2 vehicles 
on the KS2 playground and singing along to Vera Lyn!  
The afternoon offered even more fascinating fun, with a talk from our visitors and the opportunity to handles items 
from WW2, including clothes, newspapers and ration books. Finally, the children returned to the class, decorated 
with bunting, to listen to the Victory in Europe speech by Winston Churchill. The children cheered with joy and 
celebrated with a party enjoying all the sandwiches and scones they had made earlier in the day. 
 
Miss Warren – EYC teacher 
We are delighted to inform you that yesterday we appointed Miss Sophie Warren as a teacher for the Early Years 
Centre.  Sophie is currently a teacher and manager of a nursery attached to a school in Bridgwater and will 
commence her position at Manor Court in the New Year. 
 
Safeguarding  
Safeguarding is the responsibility of everybody. In terms of keeping children safe, 
please “Don’t think “What if I’m wrong Think… ‘What if I am right” If you have any 
concerns about a pupil, you should report this to a member of staff immediately. If you 
feel a pupil is at risk or a subject of abuse, you must contact the Designated 
Safeguarding Team immediately. The Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mr Clode and 
Deputy Designated Safeguard leads are Miss Gregory, Mrs Terry, Mrs Wilkins and Mr 
Talmage. The school Safeguarding and Child Protection Governor is Mrs Sue Wakeman. 
 
Pupil Premium 
The pupil premium is additional funding that the Government provides for each child who is believed to be 
disadvantaged in achieving their best in education. At Manor Court Primary School, we provide high quality 
education and enrichment opportunities for all our pupils regardless of ability or background. However, it is useful 
to receive this funding for all children entitled to it. If your children are entitled to free school meals or a member 
of the household is currently in receipt, or has been in the last six years, of Universal credit then please do apply 
through this hyperlink https://secure1.somerset.gov.uk/forms/PortalShowForm.asp?fm_formalias=freeschoolmeal 

https://secure1.somerset.gov.uk/forms/PortalShowForm.asp?fm_formalias=freeschoolmeal
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Attendance our school expectations.  A message from Miss Gregory 
(Early intervention & attendance officer) 
Pupil attendance and punctuality is a key focus and priority within our 
school.  Individual attendance will be monitored and reviewed on a bi-
weekly basis.  We would like to kindly remind parents that the school’s 
expectations on individual pupil attendance is 95% and above, with the 
aim of having 100% pupil attendance.  Should your child fall behind the 
school’s expectations a monitoring process is triggered, and we may ask 

you to come into school to discuss your child’s attendance with us.  Should you have any questions or concerns 
relating to your child’s attendance please do not hesitate to contact me within the school. 
 

Advent Alpacas – A message from Mrs Terry 
On Wednesday we were joined by some new furry friends - Valentino, Bryan, 
Merry, Tristan and Rolo - otherwise known as the Advent Alpacas! They made 
themselves home in the hall and every class along with the pre-school children 
were able to see them, stroke them, walk them, and find out more about how 
they live. Traditionally, alpacas graze the Andes of Southern Peru. They are bred 
specifically for their hair which can be made into warm clothing. 

 
Year 5 and 6 Carol Concert 
St. Mary’s church was filled with music yesterday as Year 5 and 6 closed our 
Christmas performances for this year with an hour of singing alongside carols 
performed by our pianists and guitarists, supported by Miss Prater.  There 
were Bible readings too, read confidently by our pupils, retelling the Nativity 
story and finally, Christmas wishes from Reverend Ann. It was a lovely service 
to watch. 
 
Christmas Tree festival at Chard Museum – A message from Mrs Morton 
Last weekend, we entered Chard Museum’s Christmas Tree Festival, with decorations made by every child in the 
school. This year their decorations were in the style of Esther Mahlangu, the South African artist whose work they 
have been studying this term. We are delighted to inform you that we won the public vote of ‘Most Popular Tree’!  
 
Year 1 trip to the Pantomime 
The year 1 children had an enjoyable time at the Octagon theatre on Tuesday to watch the Christmas 
traditional pantomime.  This year’s performance was Dick Whittington, and the children thoroughly 
enjoyed this Manor Court 48 experience and even the experience of travelling to the theatre on the 
coach. 
 
Thank you for your continued support.  
 
We wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a happy new year. 

                  
Mr Luke Talmage   Mr Alan Clode 
Head Teacher   Deputy Head and Inclusion Leader 
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