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designated and trained Child Protection officers: Mr Clode, Miss Gregory, Mrs Terry, Miss Warren, or Mr Talmage. 
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Dear Parents and carers  
 Spring Term Newsletter 5 – Friday 21st March 2025 
Key Dates 

March 2025 

Monday 24th March Class Photographs 
Whole school assessment week (not Y2 & Y5) begins 

Tuesday 25th March Year 3 Ukulele performance to parents as part of their MC48 

Friday 28th March at 14:30 Foundation Stage Mothers Day afternoon tea in the school hall 

April 2025 

Friday 4th April Last day of the term before the Easter holidays 

Tuesday 22nd April Children return to school after the Easter holidays 

Friday 25th April Multi-Cultural Day – further information to follow before the Easter Holidays 

 
Comic Relief 
We had a fantastic day today raising money for Comic Relief, learning about the charities 
wonderful work and wearing lots of red!  Thank you for your generous donations, we will let you 
know how much was raised as soon as the donations have been counted.   
 

Items from home – A message from Mr Talmage 
Can I please clarify our approach to inclusive aids, such as noise reducing headphones, toys and pencil 
cases/crayons and pens from home etc. 
Unless Mr Clode, or I, have given consent children are not to use, or bring from home: noise reducing headphones, 
fiddle toys, pencil grips or any other educational aid as we have the correct items to give to children in accordance 
to their need.  Please do speak to Mr Clode, or I if you need clarification about this.  
Children are not to bring toys, or personal writing or drawing equipment from home and if they do, I have asked 
the staff to confiscate it until the end of the school day as this will prevent items from 'going missing'. 
 
Year 4 Roman Day 
Yesterday, Year 4 had a fantastic time exploring the Romans. During the day, they focused on 
the Roman Army and how it was made up. Each child made a shield and during the afternoon, 
they became two separate Roman armies (Eagles and Puffins) and made their own formations 
using their very own shields! Each child also had the chance to make their very own miniature 
catapults which may or may not have resulted in a pom-pom shoot out! There was a fantastic 
array of costumes from the children, and it was a very enjoyable day for all!  
 
Trim Trail – A message from Mrs Jones 
Can we please remind all parents that children are not to use either Trim Trails at the start, or end of the day, and 
must only use them under the supervision of school staff during the school day 
 
Class Photographs 
This coming Monday, Tempest Photography will be taking this year’s class photographs.  These 
photographs will be available for families to buy very soon.  Can you please ensure that your child 
comes to school in full school uniform and looking their best on Monday! 
 
Pupil Voice Survey – A message from Mrs Terry 
We have recently completed our pupil voice survey of the children who attend our school and have shared these 
results with parents in a letter via ParentPay.  We asked each child (not the Foundation Stage as we believed that 
they are too young) the same questions about their time at school and the education that is provided for them.  
We received 347 responses and believe that the positive responses are reflective of our school and the education 
that we provide for the children who attend Manor Court.  The highlights of the results included: 

1. 100% of children agree or strongly agree that there is an adult in school that they can talk to if something 
is worrying them. 

2. 98% of children enjoy school most or all of the time. 
3. 100% of children agree, or strongly agree, that their teacher listens to what they have to say. 

 
FMCA Family Bingo 
The FMCA’s next event, a Family Bingo, will be held on Friday 28th March in the school hall! 
Please do come along and the more the merrier! Please email contactfmca@gmail.com or 
comment through the link below to book a table https://facebook.com/events/s/fmca-family-
easter-bingo/620540887403178/ 
The poster at the end of the newsletter will provide more information about the event. 

https://facebook.com/events/s/fmca-family-easter-bingo/620540887403178/
https://facebook.com/events/s/fmca-family-easter-bingo/620540887403178/
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Whole School Science Week – A message from Miss Grabham 
British Science Week 2025 was a huge success in our school last week.  Although the children 
have regular opportunities to be inquisitive and curious throughout our science curriculum, we 
celebrated Science Week with a particular focus on 'Adaption and Change’.  
Several classes carried out Science Investigations to test materials, explored their natural 
environment with pond visits, planted beans, attempted deep sea yoga where the children used 
their body to create different sea creatures, made wormery's, created art with a focus on the 
different seasons and looked at Inventors and Scientists from the past and present.  
 

Pandemic memories 
Five years ago this week the Government instructed all schools to shut and our staff stepped up! 
We are ever so grateful for the immense effort that the Manor Court staff went to keep the children 
safe and our community together during the covid lockdowns: Bubbles, rotas, face masks, recorded 
lessons, daily online check ins, daily telephone calls, lockdown challenges, printed work packs, 
virtual celebration assemblies and lots of fun! 
 

Easter Holiday Club – A message from Mr McCarten 
Our staff have been running paid for childcare of Manor Court children alongside holiday provision sponsored for 
FSM children by Healthy Happy Holidays.  We will once more be offering this to all parents (not entitled to FSM) 
at a cost of £15 a day, for the hours between 09:00 – 15:00 from Monday 14th April to Thursday 17th April.  This 
provision includes breakfast and a day of activities, including sports, baking and crafts.  If you would like your child 
to attend, please book a place and make your payment through your ParentPay account.  
 

Do you think your child needs a Health Care Plan?  A message from Mrs Terry 
Parents of children with medical conditions are often concerned that their child’s health will 
deteriorate when they attend school. This is because pupils with long-term and complex 
medical conditions may require ongoing support, medicines or care while at school to help 
them manage their condition and keep them well. Others may require monitoring and 
interventions in emergency circumstances. At Manor Court Community Primary, we want our 
parents to feel confident that we will provide effective support for their child’s medical condition 
and that our pupils feel safe. In making decisions about the support, we provide; we may need 

to have a meeting with you to discuss your child’s needs. I have the responsibility of meeting with parents to ensure 
that Medical Health Care Plans are in place for those children who need one, but if you are unsure or if your child 
has a health condition that you don’t feel the school is fully aware of, please speak to your child’s class teacher or 
make an appointment through the Office to speak to me. 
 
Have we got your correct details?  A message from the school office 
To help to keep your child safe, please make sure that if you know that you have changed your telephone number 
or email address that you remember to let the school office know so that we can update our records. 
 
Foundation Stage Chicks! 
The Foundation Stage children have thoroughly enjoyed their Living Things topic this half term and 
enjoyed learning about the different life cycles.  They have looked closely at frogspawn and this week 
have waited patiently as chicks hatched from local ethically sourced eggs.  The chicks will return to 
their local free-range farm next week. 

Attendance our school expectations – A 
message from Miss Gregory 
Pupil attendance and punctuality is a key focus and 
priority within our school.  Individual attendance is 
monitored and reviewed on a bi-weekly basis.  We 
would like to kindly remind parents that the school’s 
expectations on individual pupil attendance is 95% 
and above, with the aim of having 100% pupil 
attendance.  Should your child fall behind the 
school’s expectations a monitoring process is 
triggered, and we may ask you to come into school 
to discuss your child’s attendance with us.  Should 

you have any questions or concerns relating to your child’s attendance please do not hesitate to contact me within 
the school. 
 
Miss Brown teaching Eagles class for the Summer Term 
Miss Langdown is due to start her maternity leave at Easter time.  We are delighted that Miss Brown returned from 
her maternity leave this week to teach Eagles for the duration of the Summer Term. 
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Scholastic Book Fair 
The Scholastic Book Fair returns after the Easter break to offer more 
amazing books at affordable prices. The book fair will be open from 
Tuesday 29th April in the school library straight after school until 4.00pm 
until Friday 2nd May (not open Monday 5th May as that is a bank holiday). 
Although not a half price fair this time, there is something for every pocket 
on the book fair to assist with the rise in the cost of living.  
Approximately 25% of the titles we will receive are under £5.  
 
The Community Fridge – A message from Miss Gregory (Early Intervention Officer) 
The Community Fridge is for everyone in Chard and the local area to use without referral. It is open, when there 
is food available, at set times and is staffed by a team of volunteers. The fridge is based in the front room, of 
Chard’s Community Hub (in the old library in Boden Street) and there are also shelves of food in the food room 
which is at the back of the premises. Items here include dried food, tins, toiletries, pet food, and some baby food. 
We also have freezers which can have donations from stores and local shops for people to help themselves to.  
Please see the poster at the end of this newsletter that explains the times that the Hub and Fridge are open. 
 

Ofsted Parent view  
Parent view is a way in which Ofsted surveys the parents of children within a school to find out 
their views of the school and how it can be improved further. These opinions become part of the 
overall judgment of the school. If you would like to pass on your opinions to Ofsted, please 
complete the survey on the parent view website. The website can be found at 
www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk 

 
Foundation Stage trip to Axe Valley  
The Foundation Stage children had a wonderful time at Axe Valley Wildlife Park last week. They 
enjoyed exploring the park, seeing a range of animals, Guinea pig fishing and enjoyed a talk 
about Meerkats.  The children were excited to hear the tortoise talk in the afternoon. 
 
Year 6 KS2 SATs week 
As you will be aware the end of Key Stage 2 tests are fast approaching.  During the week of the tests, it is especially 
important that we have 100% attendance in Year 6, we will be offering a free Year 6 breakfast club throughout the 
week to every Year 6 child (more information to follow soon).  Please ensure that no appointments are made 
during this week and that your child arrives in plenty of time.  Please see the timetable for the week. 

Monday 12th May Tuesday 13th May Wednesday 14th May Thursday 15th May 

English Grammar, 
Punctuation & Spelling 

English Reading Maths Paper 1 
(Arithmetic) & Maths 
Paper 2 (Reasoning) 

Maths Paper 3 
(Reasoning) 

 
Safeguarding  
Safeguarding is the responsibility of everybody. In terms of keeping children safe, 
please “Don’t think “What if I’m wrong Think… ‘What if I am right” If you have any 
concerns about a pupil, you should report this to a member of staff immediately. If you 
feel a pupil is at risk or a subject of abuse, you must contact the Designated 
Safeguarding Team immediately. The Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mr Clode and 
Deputy Designated Safeguard leads are Miss Gregory, Mrs Terry, and Mr Talmage. The 
school Safeguarding and Child Protection Governor is Mrs Sue Wakeman. 
 
Staff car park – A message from Mr Talmage 
Can we please remind all parents that the staff car park at the rear of the school is not to be used by parents at 
any point as a place to park during drop off or collection times.  Please remember that the school provides free 
parking permits for parents to park in Sainsbury’s carpark at the start and end of the day. 
 
EYC News from Miss Warren 
This week we began our preschool gardening club! Each week a number of our children will 
be helping to keep the pond area tidy and create a wonderful environment for the whole 
school. We got stuck in picking up litter and clearing lots of wood, sticks and leaves! Over 
the coming weeks we will be planting flowers and hopefully create a herb garden. Please 
don't forget to sign up for parents evening on the 27th March or 3rd April. 
 
Please help us – A message to all parents (especially our new Foundation Stage parents) 
Please be mindful of parents and children trying to get past the Foundation Stage area and into the main school. 
Please try to not block the pathway as it is exceedingly difficult for wheelchair users or parents with buggies and 
prams to get past. Thank you. 

http://www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
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Celebration Assemblies  
Family members are very welcome to join us at our EYFS & KS1 and KS2 celebration 
assembly on Friday’s.  Our assemblies are held every week apart from when we do require 
the school hall for a whole school event.  
The KS2 Assembly will start at 08:50 in the school hall and the EYFS and KS1 Assembly 
will start at 10:30 in the school hall.  Please enter the school site through the main gate at 

the front of the school and enter the hall via the normal door, after crossing the Key Stage 1 playground and 
walking around the back of the hall. 
 
Wrap around care booking reminder from the school office 
Our wrap around care provision is extremely popular but we are having an increasing number of children attend 
who have not been booked on to sessions. Whilst we make every effort to accommodate them, we cannot always 
guarantee that there is space. 
Please may we remind you of the following booking deadlines: 
After school care – 14:00 on the day.  Breakfast club – 14:00 the day before. 
 
School uniform provider – A message from Mrs Hunt (Assistant School Business Manager) 
As you will now know, our school uniform provider is South-West School wear.  The uniform can be purchased 
from the Taunton store, or online.  Please see the letter that was sent home via ParentPay and can be found on 
our website for further details about the service that will be provided to Manor Court families. 
 

Hot meals parental feedback – A message from Mrs Hunt  
Our onsite kitchen is now providing a hot meal for average over 200 children each weekday 
and it appears to us that the children within the school are enjoying the meal that is being 
offered to them and parents have selected for them through ParentPay. 
We would like to ask parents to provide feedback, positive or negative, as to the food that 
we are providing to your child.  If you would like to share this feedback with us, please do 
email the school office. 

 
After school enrichment clubs – A message from Mr Clode 
Please can I politely remind all parents that our afterschool enrichment clubs finish at 16:15 and ask you to arrive 
promptly to collect your children. 
 
New FMCA Shed!  
We are ever so grateful to the local business, owned by one of our families, who donated this 
shed to be used by the FMCA. It looks brilliant in its new position at the top of the KS1 
playground and will make it much easier for the FMCA to get to their fundraising equipment. 
 
SEN Support and Parent Carer Forum – A message from Mr Clode 
We have been made aware that there are groups in the community that are supporting parents of children with 
SEND and additional needs. Whilst we would hope the majority are there to help and support, we have been told 
that some are giving misleading advice and we have even been informed of some parents being asked for money 
for advice on a case-by-case basis.  
If you have any questions around, SEND or additional needs, or need any advice or signposting, please do not 
hesitate to speak to me at school or contact the Somerset Parent Carer Forum for professional independent 
advice.  
Please do note that we also host regular well-attended Parent Carer Forums with a welcoming and supportive 
group of parents and led by independent professionals.   
 
G&T Music Day – A message from Miss Prater 
On Tuesday we held our termly gifted and talented music day. The children were able to write their 
own song and record it on my recording equipment and we discussed the steps that were necessary 
in recording a song. The children also learnt about songwriting and how important it is to create a 
catchy hook to make the song more exciting for the listeners.  
 
Pupil Premium 
The Pupil Premium is additional funding that the Government provides for each child who they believe may be 
disadvantaged in achieving their best in education. At Manor Court Community Primary School, we provide high 
quality education and enrichment opportunities for each pupil regardless of ability or background. However, it is 
useful to receive this funding for all children entitled to it. If your children are entitled to free school meals or a 
member of the household is currently in receipt, or has been in the last six years, of Universal credit then please 
do apply through this hyperlink or ask in the school office for a form that we can send off for you.  
https://secure1.somerset.gov.uk/forms/PortalShowForm.asp?fm_formalias=freeschoolmeal 
 

https://secure1.somerset.gov.uk/forms/PortalShowForm.asp?fm_formalias=freeschoolmeal
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Chard food pantry – A message from Miss Gregory (Early Intervention Officer) 
The cost-of-living crisis is hitting some hard and we have all noticed that the cost of food has increased incredibly.  
The Chard Community Pantry is a local initiative that provides food and household supplies for only £5 a week 
and is based in the Chard Community Hub in Boden Street.   
 

Reading expectations – A message from Mrs Terry 
At Manor Court Community Primary School, we seek to ensure that children are supported to be confident, 
lifelong learners with a love of reading. Reading plays a very important role in developing children culturally, 
emotionally, and socially and we believe literature plays a key role in such development. Reading enables 
pupils both to acquire knowledge and build on what they already know.  
In school children in KS2 are heard reading on a 1:1 basis at least once a week 
by their class teacher and Learning Support staff and this is much more 
frequently in Foundation Stage and KS1. Those pupils not at an expected 
reading level are heard daily. The EYFS and Key Stage 1 reading books follow 
a clear progression of banding, ensuring fluency is developed. This academic 
year, you may find your   child has a book sent home that they have already read 
at school, and this is something that is now promoted in all schools. The more a 
child reads, the larger their vocabulary becomes. When a child reads or hears 
the same book multiple times, they become familiar and comfortable with a 
greater number of words. Fluency is the ability to read text “accurately, 
quickly, and with expression.” 
Repetitive reading allows a child to read without stumbling or stopping, and reading 
time becomes more pleasant for everyone. Once a child master’s one book, it makes moving on to another 
more appealing. Reading comprehension is the ability to understand all the components of a story — from plot 
to character development to symbolism. Comprehension is “the essence” of reading. Each time your child reads 
or hears a book read to them; they learn more about the story itself. Each pass through the text or illustrations 
allows them to dive into the story’s meaning, preparing them for more complex narratives down the road. Children 
who progress from the banded scheme to ‘free readers’ can access their class library, and the school library, 
and can be supported to select appropriate books by staff. Pupils are encouraged to take home fiction and   non-
fiction texts. Children are expected to read at home five times a week, ideally daily, as this helps to develop 
confident and fluent      readers. We would recommend 20 minutes of reading a day. Children’s reading logs are 
checked to ensure this is taking place. Where children are not reading the required amount in school, they are 
invited to attend a lunchtime reading club. There is also opportunity to read to a member of staff at Homework 
Club and After-school Club. 

 
Year 2 Artwork 
The Year 2’s have created beautiful ocean scenes with Mrs Morton recently.  
Their creations were made using a variety of Art skills - mixing white and blue 
paint to create different tones; using pastels to create the collage of sea bed, 
coral, seaweed and rocks; cotton buds and black acrylic paint to print schools 
of fish. The overall effect is very striking, and you will be able to see the detail 
in the photographs that we have posted on our Facebook page.  
 

Chard Hockey Club 
Chard Hockey Club are looking for new youth players.  Please see the poster at the end of this newsletter for 
information. 

 
Rocksteady Assembly - A message from Miss Prater 
Today we held our first Rocksteady concert in the school hall. Children performed 
alongside their bands to their parents and children in Year 5 and Year 6. The participating 
children have worked very hard this term alongside the Rocksteady band leader Poppy. 
The children performed well known songs such as Green Green Grass (George Ezra) 
and Seven Nation Army (The White Stripes). There are still a very limited amount of 
spaces available so if you are interested in signing up your child please contact 
Rocksteady directly.  

 
Wrap around care telephone number  
The telephone number for our wrap around care provision (breakfast & after school club) 
is 07471 412147 Please save this telephone number to your phone if you use wrap around 
care.  Breakfast club is held in the school hall and our after-school wrap around care is held 
in The Den (a room in the Year 1 block). To ensure that we have the correct ratios please 
ensure that you contact the school office the day before you require club.  We appreciate 
that emergencies sometimes happen. 

http://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101/fluency
http://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101/fluency
http://www.readingrockets.org/reading-topics/reading-comprehension
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Gifted and Talented Art Day – A message from Mrs Morton 
On Thursday, some of our gifted and talented artists in Years 1,2,3 and 5 copied photos 
taken on VE Day in 1945. Their work will be on display outside the front of the school as part 
of our VE Day 80th Anniversary celebrations in May! Children from Year 4 & 6 will create 
their drawings next week. 
 

Online safety news from Miss Hamilton 
During the second week of march TikTok released some new features which will help with 
supervision. These new features include Time Away, a feature to decide when it's time for 
children to take a break and a reoccurring schedule. There's also a feature which allows parents 
to see who their children are following on TikTok. 
More information about these new features can be found here https://newsroom.tiktok.com/en-

us/new-ways-we-are-supporting-parents-and-helping-teens-build-balanced-digital-habits  
 
PE requests – A message from Mr McCarten 
During each P.E Day we have many children who are coming to school without a water bottle. Please can I reiterate 
how important it is for all children to have a named water bottle during their P.E lessons to stay hydrated. If you 
have any queries regarding this, please contact me via the school office.    
Can I please ask all parents to ensure that your child's name is in their hoodie or jumper to make sure that they 
return home with the correct item.  We do get numerous hoodies and jumpers left in lost property because they 
are not named, and I realise how expensive these are to replace. 
Thank you. 
 
More volunteer readers needed – A message from Mrs Terry 
Do you have spare time that you could commit to volunteering at our excellent school in 
2025?  We are looking for more adults who can spend time listening to our children to 
read.  Full training (including safeguarding) and lots of friendly children and staff will be 
provided!  Each volunteer will require a DBS (paid for by the school) before they can 
start.  If you would like to find out more information, please contact the school office to 
speak to me, Mrs Terry (Assistant Headteacher), or Mrs Hunt (Business Manager). 
 

The FMCA needs you! 
The FMCA is a group of parent volunteers who spend time raising money (whilst having fun) 
for activities or equipment to be used for the children in the school. The work that they do is 
vital, and the committee needs more volunteers to help them achieve more for the children. 

If you would like to find out more about their work and how you can get involved, please do email them on 
contactfmca@gmail.com or contact them through their Facebook page. 
 
Switched on Live assembly 
During Wednesday morning the Key-Stage 2 children participated in the Network Rail - 
Switched on Live Assembly. They joined thousands of children, in schools from around the 
country and learnt the principles of road safety and how to stay safe around the railway 
tracks and trains. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support. 
 

                  
Mr Luke Talmage             Mr Alan Clode 
Headteacher             Deputy Headteacher and Inclusion Leader 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://newsroom.tiktok.com/en-us/new-ways-we-are-supporting-parents-and-helping-teens-build-balanced-digital-habits
https://newsroom.tiktok.com/en-us/new-ways-we-are-supporting-parents-and-helping-teens-build-balanced-digital-habits
mailto:contactfmca@gmail.com
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