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Dear Parents and carers  
 
 Autumn Term Newsletter 3 – Friday 4th October 2024 
Key Dates 

October 2024 

Thursday 10th October World Mental Health Day – Wear something yellow to school 
Tea & Talk session with Manor Court adults in the school hall 
Year 5 residential parents meeting at 15:30 in Foxes classroom 

Tuesday 15th and Thursday 17th October Parents Evening – Please see the letter that was sent home earlier 
this week for booking information 

Thursday 17th October NHS Flu vaccinations for those children who have signed up 

Wednesday 23rd October  FMCA AGM.  Please see their Facebook group for further information. 

Friday 25th October Last day of this half term 

November 2024 

Monday 4th November Children return to school and the EYC after the half term holidays 

Thursday 7th November Y6 SATs meeting at 14:45 

Monday 11th November Whole school Remembrance assembly 

 
Hello Yellow Campaign  

Thursday 10th October is World Mental Health Day. Manor Court children are 

encouraged to bring in a donation (50p) and wear something yellow along with 

thousands of other children across the UK and raise money to show young people 

that they’re not alone with their mental health.  

No young person should feel alone with their mental health and together as a 

school community, we can change this. This year’s Hello Yellow is about being LOUD and PROUD, as we all stand 

together to support young people’s mental health. By taking part, the children of Manor Court are encouraging the 

school community to come together and be proud of who they are. Raising awareness among staff, pupils and 

their families about how to look after their mental health is fundamental in supporting our pupils to thrive. We want 

all our children to know they don’t have to feel alone if things get tough. 

Harvest Festival at St Mary’s 
Every child in Year 1 to Year 6 attended St Mary’s on Monday afternoon for our Harvest Festival 
assembly.  During this assembly we enjoyed the singing (led by Miss Prater), poetry readings read 
by children in Year 5 and Year 6 and spending time with Reverend Nick (the new vicar of St Mary’s) 
and Reverend John. 
Thank you for your very generous donations to our Harvest collection that was taken in two large 
shopping trolleys to The Lord’s Larder this week. 
 

Come and join us in September 2025 
The application process for starting Foundation Stage in September 2025 opened this week 
through the Somerset County Council portal.  If you would like your child to join our happy, 
caring, fun and academically achieving (the highest results in Chard for many consecutive 
years) school then do apply through this link https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-
and-education/applying-for-school/apply-to-start-school-for-the-first-time/ 
If you would like to look around before making your final decision, please contact the school 
office to make an appointment with Mrs Terry, Mr Clode or Mr Talmage. 

 
World Mental Health Day Thursday 10th October– A message from Miss Gregory 
On World Mental Health Day, let us come together to talk about mental health and 
show everyone that mental health matters. 
There are days when all of us struggle with how we are feeling.  Things can get tough, 
and it can be difficult knowing how to cope.  Talking about our mental health can help us 
cope better with life’s ups and downs.  Talking helps to build social links and relationships 
which can lead to happier and more mentally healthy communities.  So on World Mental Health Day (and beyond), 
why not check in with your friends, family, peers, or colleagues to simply see how they are doing. 
On Thursday 10th October at 10.45am we would like to invite our Manor Court community of adults (parents, 
grandparents, aunties and uncles etc.) to attend a ‘Tea and Talk’ time in our school hall.  There will be tea, coffee 
and cold refreshments but most importantly cake and biscuits on offer.   
Come along with old friends and leave with friends a new.  Mental health is the focus for the day but not the focus 
of our Tea and Talk time.  Remember talking about anything is good for your mental health. 

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/applying-for-school/apply-to-start-school-for-the-first-time/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/applying-for-school/apply-to-start-school-for-the-first-time/
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Parents Evening 
The first Parents evening of the school year, is on Tuesday 15th and Thursday 17th October, in 
the school hall.  Earlier in the week a letter was sent out to all parents, via ParentPay, to explain 
the process that will enable you to book a face to face appointment in the school hall. All after 
school enrichment clubs will be cancelled that week. 
 

Staff car park – A message from Mr Talmage 
Can we please remind all parents that the staff car park at the rear of the school is not to be used by parents at 
any point as a place to park during drop off or collection times.  The school does provide free parking permits for 
parents to park in Sainsbury’s carpark. 
 
Apple Tree Press 
Last Friday a team of reporters from the Apple Tree Press (our new school newspaper) spent time 
interviewing Mr Talmage and Dennis (The building Site Manager) about the ongoing building project. 
 
After school enrichment clubs – A message from Mr Clode 
We are delighted that our after-school enrichment clubs have started.  Please can I politely remind all parents that 
our afterschool enrichment clubs finish at 16:15 and ask you to arrive promptly to collect your children. 
 

Application for Secondary School places 
Just a reminder, to our Year 6 families, that the closing date for secondary school places is 
Thursday 31st October 2024 and that all applications need to be made through the Council 
Portal.  Any application after this date will be classed as a late application and you may not 
be allocated a place at your first choice school. 

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/applying-for-school/secondary-admissions-guide/ 
The Holyrood open evening is between 17:00 and 20:00 on Thursday 10th October (you don’t need to let Holyrood 
know that you would like to attend) and there are opportunities to visit the school during the school day.  Please 
inform the school office if you are attending one of the open mornings. 
 
School uniform provider – A message from Mrs Hunt (Assistant School Business Manager) 
As you will now know, our new school uniform provider is South-West School wear.  The uniform can be purchased 
from the Taunton store, or online.  Please see the letter that was sent home via ParentPay and can be found on 
our website for further details about the service that will be provided to Manor Court families. 
 

EYC news from Miss Warren 
The preschool children have been very busy! We have enjoyed bug hunts and lots of construction 
activities. It has been great to have Miss Prater join us at preschool on Mondays, to lead our 
weekly music sessions. The children and staff have really enjoyed these!  
Please can all items of clothing be named so that we can return them to the correct child. Thank 
you.  

 
Eco-Council 
Our eco council, Mrs Burns and Mrs Terry were delighted to receive their certificate of 
distinction for the eco-award this week.  To achieve the standard of distinction at the first 
attempt is a real accolade for their work and the school. 
 
Please help us – A message to all parents (especially our new Foundation Stage parents) 
Please be mindful of parents and children trying to get past the Foundation Stage area and into the main school.  
Please try not to block the pathway as it is very difficult for wheelchair users or parents with buggies and prams to 
get past.  Thank you. 

 
The BIG Bad Wolf visits Year 4! 
Last week, Year 4 had a very special visitor – Mr Wolf!  He was desperate to clear his 
name and share the TRUE story of Little Red Riding Hood.  It turns out that Little Red 
Riding Hood is not as sweet and innocent as we all first thought. 
 

 
Online safety news from Miss Hamilton 
CEOP have an interactive website aimed at 4-7-year-olds. It comes with a guide for parents and 
is designed to help young children understand how to stay safer online. It ties in with CEOP's 
Jessie and Friends animated series and the idea is that it is used by children with their parents 
or carers. You can find it here: 4-5s Homepage | CEOP Education 
 

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/applying-for-school/secondary-admissions-guide/
https://www.ceopeducation.co.uk/4_7/4-5/
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FMCA Activities 
The FMCA have planned lots of exciting and varied fundraising activities for this school year.  Please see their 
poster at the end of this newsletter. 
 
Cross Country at Holyrood Academy 
On Tuesday this week, our KS2 children went to Holyrood to take part in the cross country. We 
were so impressed with so many talented athletes, and so much resilience from each and every 
one of our children who attended. 
 
Lost Property 
We have a lot of unnamed lost property piling up already in the lost property box, including lots of new PE hoodies.  
Please remember to name every item of your child’s belongings so that it can be returned to the correct owner. 
 
Rock up & Read – A message from Mrs Terry 
As part of our school drive to encourage reading for pleasure, we would like to invite you to join us and your 
children in school for a ‘Rock up and Read’ session.  This is an initiative we successfully ran last year.  We welcome 
you to read with your child/ren in the school hall. 
We are going to run the sessions over the course of three weeks.  The school will open from 08:50am on the dates 
listed below.  Please enter the hall through the door by the top corridor, where we will sign you in and you will be 
able to stay for half an hour.  
Each year group has a different designated day to ensure that parents can support as many of their children as 
possible.  If you cannot attend this time, please do not worry as we will ensure that every child has a reading 
partner by inviting different classes to make up numbers.  Our EYC children are invited into school on Thursday 
10th October between 09:30 and 10:30am.  Please read the Eylog message from Miss Warren. 
 

Year group - classes Date 

Early Years Centre Thursday 10th October (09:30 – 10:30am) 

Foundation Stage – Hedgehogs & Squirrels Tuesday 15th October 

Year 1 – Bumblebees and Dragonflies Monday 30th September 

Year 2 – Magpies & Nightingales Monday 14th October 

Year 3 – Kingfishers & Owls Wednesday 9th October 

Year 4 – Eagles & Puffins Thursday 3rd October 

Year 5 – Badgers & Foxes Wednesday 2nd October 

Year 6 – Herons & Otters Monday 7th October 

 
Attendance our school expectations – A message from Miss Gregory 
Pupil attendance and punctuality is a key focus and priority within our school.  
Individual attendance will be monitored and reviewed on a bi-weekly basis.  
We would like to kindly remind parents that the school’s expectations on 
individual pupil attendance is 95% and above, with the aim of having 100% 
pupil attendance.  Should your child fall behind the school’s expectations a 
monitoring process is triggered, and we may ask you to come into school to 
discuss your child’s attendance with us.  Should you have any questions or concerns relating to your child’s 
attendance please do not hesitate to contact me within the school. 

 
New Vicar at St Mary’s Church 
Last Thursday evening, Robyn and Stanley Ward and Mr Talmage represented our school at the 
licensing service of Reverend Nick Jerrett as the new Rector of St Mary’s Church and the Cloverleaf 
Benefice. They presented Reverend Nick with gifts, including a children’s Bible, from the school as 
a sign of friendship and which will help him in his ministry. 
 

KS2 SATs meeting – Advanced warning for the Year 6 parents 
Our Year 6 children will take their end of Key-Stage 2 assessments between Monday 12th May and Thursday 15th 
May 2025.  Each child will be assessed in a variety of tests that will judge their competency and understanding in 
Maths, Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar and Reading. 
Mrs Jones will be holding a parent information session to explain what these assessments entail and how parents 
can help their children at home.  Please do join Mrs Jones at 14:45 on Thursday 7th November. 
 
Somerset FA visit Year 6 
Before the Summer holidays, children in our current Year 6, with the support of Ty from 
Yeovil Town Football Club, wrote to the FA to ask for their help in providing more youth 
football opportunities for children in Chard.  On Wednesday morning, Rachel and Bex from 
the Somerset FA came into school to offer their support in their quest. 
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Year 5 and Year 6 Tag Rugby development day at Chard Rugby Club 
Our Y5 and Y6 Tag Rugby Team enjoyed the U11s Rugby development day led by Holyrood at 
Chard Rugby Club last week. 
 

Celebration Assemblies 
Family members are very welcome to join us at our KS1 (not Foundation Stage until after 
half term) and KS2 celebration assembly each Friday.  KS1 Assembly will start at 08:50 
in the school hall and KS2 Assembly will start at 10:50 in the school hall.  After half term 
the order of the assemblies’ swap and KS2 is first thing in the morning and KS1 is after 
the children’s morning break. 

Please enter the school site through the main gate at the front of the school and enter the hall via the normal door, 
after crossing the Key Stage 1 playground and walking around the back of the hall. 
 

Reading expectations – A message from Mrs Terry 
At Manor Court Community Primary School, we seek to ensure that children are supported to be confident, 
lifelong learners with a love of reading. Reading plays a very important role in developing children culturally, 
emotionally, and socially and we believe literature plays a key role in such development. Reading enables 
pupils both to acquire knowledge and build on what they already know.  
In school children in KS2 are heard reading on a 1:1 basis at least once a week 
by their class teacher and Learning Support staff and this is much more 
frequently in Foundation Stage and KS1. Those pupils not at an expected 
reading level are heard daily. The EYFS and Key Stage 1 reading books follow 
a clear progression of banding, ensuring fluency is developed. This academic 
year, you may find your   child has a book sent home that they have already read 
at school, and this is something that is now promoted in all schools. The more a 
child reads, the larger their vocabulary becomes. When a child reads or hears 
the same book multiple times, they become familiar and comfortable with a 
greater number of words. Fluency is the ability to read text “accurately, 
quickly, and with expression.” 
Repetitive reading allows a child to read without stumbling or stopping, and reading 
time becomes more pleasant for everyone. Once a child masters one book, it makes moving on to another 
more appealing. Reading comprehension is the ability to understand all the components of a story — from plot 
to character development to symbolism. Comprehension is “the essence” of reading. Each time your child reads 
or hears a book read to them; they learn more about the story itself. Each pass through the text or illustrations 
allows them to dive into the story’s meaning, preparing them for more complex narratives down the road. Children 
who progress from the banded scheme to ‘free readers’ can access their class library, and the school library, 
and can be supported to select appropriate books by staff. Pupils are encouraged to take home fiction and   non-
fiction texts.  Children are expected to read at home 5 times a week, ideally daily, as this helps to develop 
confident and fluent      readers. We would recommend 20 minutes of reading a day. Children’s reading logs are 
checked to ensure this is taking place. Where children are not reading the required amount in school, they are 
invited to attend a lunchtime  reading club. There is also opportunity to read to a member of staff at Homework 
Club and After-school Club. 
 

Safeguarding  
Safeguarding is the responsibility of everybody. In terms of keeping children safe, 
please “Don’t think “What if I’m wrong Think… ‘What if I am right” If you have any 
concerns about a pupil, you should report this to a member of staff immediately. If you 
feel a pupil is at risk or a subject of abuse, you must contact the Designated 

Safeguarding Team immediately. The Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mr Clode and 
Deputy Designated Safeguard leads are Miss Gregory, Mrs Terry, and Mr Talmage. The school 
Safeguarding and Child Protection Governor is Mrs Sue Wakeman. 

 
Trim Trail – A message from Mrs Jones 
Can we please remind all parents that children are not to use either Trim Trails at the start, or end of the day, and 
must only use them under the supervision of school staff during the school day. 
 

The FMCA needs you! 
The FMCA is a group of parent volunteers who spend time raising money (whilst having fun) 
for activities or equipment to be used for the children in the school. The work that they do is 
vital, and the committee needs more volunteers to help them achieve more for the children. 
If you would like to find out more about their work and how you can get involved, please do       
email them on contactfmca@gmail.com or contact them through their Facebook page.   

http://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101/fluency
http://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101/fluency
http://www.readingrockets.org/reading-topics/reading-comprehension
mailto:contactfmca@gmail.com
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Foundation Stage and Year 1 visit from the Police 
Foundation Stage and Year 1 enjoyed a visit from the Police last Tuesday.  The police talked to 
the children about how they look after our local Community, and how they keep people safe. 
The children loved dressing up in their uniform and sitting in the car. So many happy faces were 
seen all round. 
 
Pupil Premium 
The Pupil Premium is additional funding that the Government provides for each child who they believe may be 
disadvantaged in achieving their best in education. At Manor Court Community Primary School, we provide high 
quality education and enrichment opportunities for each pupil regardless of ability or background. However, it is 
useful to receive this funding for all children entitled to it. If your children are entitled to free school meals or a 
member of the household is currently in receipt, or has been in the last six years, of Universal credit then please 
do apply through this hyperlink or ask in the school office for a form that we can send off for you.  
https://secure1.somerset.gov.uk/forms/PortalShowForm.asp?fm_formalias=freeschoolmeal 

 
Ofsted Parent view  
Parent view is a way in which Ofsted surveys the parents of children within a school to find out their 
views of the school and how it can be improved further. These opinions become part of the overall 
judgment of the school. If you would like to pass on your opinions to Ofsted, please complete the 
survey on the parent view website. The website can be found at www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk 

 

Chard food pantry – A message from Miss Gregory (Early Intervention Officer) 
The cost-of-living crisis is hitting some families hard and the cost of food has increased incredibly.  The Chard 
Community Pantry is a local initiative that provides food and household supplies for only £5 a week.  Please speak 
to Mr Clode or myself if you require any further information. 
 

Hot meals parental feedback – A message from Mrs Hunt  
Our onsite kitchen is now providing a hot meal for average over 190 children each weekday 
and it appears to us that the children within the school are enjoying the meal that is being 
offered to them and parents have selected for them through ParentPay. 
We would like to ask parents to provide feedback, positive or negative, as to the food that 
we are providing to your child.  If you would like to share this feedback with us, please do 
email the school office. 

 
Wrap around care booking reminder from the school office 
Our wrap around care provision is very popular but we are having an increasing number of children attend who 
have not been booked on to sessions.  Whilst we make every effort to accommodate them, we cannot always 
guarantee that there is space. 
Please may we remind you of the following booking deadlines: 
After school care – 2.00 pm on the day. 
Breakfast club – 2.00 pm the day before. 
 
Healthy lunchboxes 
As a school we all try to maintain our physical and mental health and encourage healthy living.  Can we please 
remind all parents to send their children to school with a balanced and healthy lunch box as this will help with their 
learning throughout the day. 
 
Wrap around care telephone number  
The telephone number for our wrap around care provision (breakfast & after school club) is  
07471 412147 Please save this telephone number to your phone if you use wrap around care.  
Breakfast club is held in the school hall and our after-school wrap around care is held in The Den 
(a room in the Year 1 block). To ensure that we have the correct ratios please ensure that you contact the school 
office the day before you require club.  We appreciate that emergencies sometimes happen. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 

                  
Mr Luke Talmage             Mr Alan Clode 
Headteacher             Deputy Headteacher and Inclusion Leader 

 

 

https://secure1.somerset.gov.uk/forms/PortalShowForm.asp?fm_formalias=freeschoolmeal
http://www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
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