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Dear Parents and carers  
 Autumn Term Newsletter 6 – Friday 29th November 2024 
Key Dates 

December 2024 

Monday 2nd to Thursday 5th December Year 5 Bikeability 

Tuesday 3rd December FMCA Christmas Break the Rules Day. Please see the poster at 
the end of this newsletter for more informaiton 

Thursday 5th & Friday 6th December Year 1 & 2 Year 2 Christmas performance to parents 

Monday 9th December Choir perfomance at Wells Catherdal Carol Concert 

Tuesday 10th & Wednesday 11th December Foundation Stage Nativity to parents  

Thursday 12th December KS2 Carol Concerts at St Mary’s Church all welcome 

Friday 20th December Last day of the Autumn Term 

January 2025 

Monday 6th January 2025 INSET Day 

Tuesday 7th January 2025 All children return to school or the EYC 

Friday 24th January 2025 Whole School Art Exhibition at Chard Guildhall/Y4 Stargazing 
residential 

Year 6 Make £5 grow – Christmas Fete 
Our Y6 children hosted a Christmas Fete throughout the morning today where they sold 
items that they have made for their ‘Make £5 grow’ Young Enterprise project.   Earlier this 
week the children presented their ideas in a Dragon’s Den Style Pitch to Mrs Wakeman 
(Chair of Governors) and Mr Talmage and were judged on their ideas and the way in which 
they shared their ideas.  Prizes were given in our singing assembly on Tuesday for the group 
with the best idea and the group who presented their ideas in the most interesting way. 
As soon as the children have counted their profits, we will let parents know how much the Year 6’s raised, and 
each penny will go towards their end of year party.  
 
After School Wrap Around Care on Thursday 19th December 2024 
On Thursday 19th December it is necessary to close our wrap around care provision at 17:15. This is to enable 
each member of the school staff team to attend our Christmas meal.  We will not be taking any bookings for the 
final session on this day.  Please do ensure that you pick your child up promptly on this day. 
 

We need your opinion please 
We are considering increasing the number of children who can attend our pre-school. Before we 
move forward with our plans, we need to see if it is necessary for the families in Chard. If you have 
children under the age of five, please take the time to complete this short survey. Thank you! The 
survey can be found at https://forms.office.com/e/gJySbczXac 
 

Children in Need 
We raised £224.97 for Children in Need this year! Thank you everyone for your support in raising money for this 
worthy cause. 
 
Save the dates for our Christmas performances 
We are swiftly moving into the Christmas period and the children will start to prepare our Christmas 
events to perform to you.  We want to give you plenty of advanced warning so that you can request 
the time off from work, if necessary, to attend the performances for your children.  Tickets have now 
been handed out to parents and letters were sent home with information.  
 

Thursday 5th December at 14:15 Y1 & Y2 Christmas production in the School Hall (first performance) 

 

Friday 6th December at 14:15 Y1 & Y2 Christmas production in the School Hall (second performance) 

 

Tuesday 10th December at 14:15 Foundation Stage Nativity in the school hall (first performance) 

 

Wednesday 11th December at 14:15 Foundation Stage Nativity in the school hall (second performance) 

 

Thursday 12th December at 09:30 Year 3 and Year 4 Carol Service at St Mary’s Church 

 

Thursday 12th December at 11:00 Year 5 and Year 6 Carol Service at St Mary’s Church 

https://forms.office.com/e/gJySbczXac


We take child protection extremely seriously at our school. If you have a concern, you can speak to any of the school's 
designated and trained Child Protection officers: Mr Clode, Miss Gregory, Mrs Terry, Miss Warren, or Mr Talmage. 
Alternatively, you can ring Children Social Care on 0300 123 2224 or email childrens@somerset.gov.uk  

 

 
French Zoom 
Last Monday afternoon, Year 5 held a Zoom meeting with an International School in France.  The 
children shared war poetry they had been writing and our pupils sang 'Flanders Fields' that they had 
learnt for our Remembrance assembly. Thank you to the French teacher, Claire Elston, for organising 
this. 
 
Do you think your child needs a Health Care Plan? 
Parents of children with medical conditions are often concerned that their child’s health will deteriorate when they 
attend school. This is because pupils with long-term and complex medical conditions may require ongoing support, 
medicines or care while at school to help them manage their condition and keep them well. Others may require 
monitoring and interventions in emergency circumstances. At Manor Court Community Primary, we want our 
parents to feel confident that we will provide effective support for their child’s medical condition and that our pupils 
feel safe. In making decisions about the support, we provide; we may need to have a meeting with you to discuss 
your child’s needs. Mrs Terry has met with parents this term to ensure that Health Care Plans are in place for 
those children who need one, but if you are unsure or if your child has a health condition that you don’t feel the 
school is fully aware of, please speak to your child’s class teacher or make an appointment through the Office to 
speak to Mrs Terry. 
 
Year 5 and Year 6 Boys Football Tournament at Bucklers Mead Academy 
The Y5 and Y6 Boys football team played very well in their tournament at Bucklers Mead in 
Yeovil!  They played five games - winning 2, drawing 2 and losing 1! 
The boys were delighted to each take home a medal. 
 
Have we got your correct details?  A message from the school office 
To help to keep your child safe, please make sure that if you know that you have changed your telephone number 
or email address that you remember to let the school office know so that we can update our records. 

 
Latest careers assembly 
For our latest careers assembly, we were visited by Milly Whitefield.  Milly is a junior costume 
maker for the Royal Shakespeare company based in Stratford-Upon-Avon. She told us about 
her career and her journey from being taught by Mrs Morton as a child, to the University of 
Bournemouth to complete her degree! 

 
Please help us – A message to all parents (especially our new Foundation Stage parents) 
Please be mindful of parents and children trying to get past the Foundation Stage area and into the main school. 
Please try to not block the pathway as it is exceedingly difficult for wheelchair users or parents with buggies and 
prams to get past. Thank you. 
 

Remote learning in case of the need to close our school this winter 
We are approaching the time of the year when the weather becomes unsettled and schools 
may require closing because of poor weather, treacherous driving conditions or heating 
failures.  If we do require to shut the school at any point, work packs are available on our school 
website and can be printed at home. 
https://www.manorcourtcommunityprimary.co.uk/remote-learning-in-case-of-school-closure/ 
Please do make sure that your child is equipped with the correct clothing for cold weather. 

 

Chard food pantry – A message from Miss Gregory (Early Intervention Officer) 
The cost-of-living crisis is hitting some families hard and the cost of food has increased incredibly.  The Chard 
Community Pantry is a local initiative that provides food and household supplies for only £5 a week.  Please speak 
to Mr Clode or me if you require any further information about this place of support. 
 
Foundation Stage Forest School 
Foundation Stage enjoyed outdoor Forest school learning last Monday. The children enjoyed making 
bird feeders, rainbow wands, and pinecone creatures. They also enjoyed a scavenger hunt, making 
magic wands and creating hedgehog houses and bird feeders! 
 
St Mary’s Christmas Fete 
Our friends at St Mary’s Church are holding their annual Christmas Fair tomorrow.  There are lots of free crafts for 
children and tables to raise more funds for the Tuesday clubs, for the Children’s Society and many more to raise 
money for the Church.  Please see the poster at the end of this newsletter for more information. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.manorcourtcommunityprimary.co.uk/remote-learning-in-case-of-school-closure/
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Christmas Dinner Day 
Don’t forget to access your ParentPay account to book your child a free Christmas dinner. The deadline for 
booking each meal is Monday 2nd December. 
EYFS & KS1 Christmas Dinner Day is on Thursday 12th December and KS2 Christmas Dinner Day is on Friday 
13th December.  The children can wear their Christmas jumpers to school on these days. 
 

Gifted and Talented music day 
On Tuesday our gifted and talented musicians spent time with Miss Prater and Miss 
Smith in a music workshop.  The children spent time rehearsing with a variety of 
instruments and performed a song together that was recorded to be shared on 
Facebook.  The joy that they experienced in sharing music together is clear for all to 
see in the photographs that have been taken. 

 
Year 5 and Year 6 Basketball at Holyrood Academy - A message from Mr McCarten 
Selected Year 5 & Year 6’s went to Holyrood Academy on Tuesdayf for a Basketball Development 
Day with Mr McCarten. The children loved it and each child involved themselves in the different 
activities to test their teamwork and technical skills. 
 
Trim Trail – A message from Mrs Jones 
Can we please remind all parents that children are not to use either Trim Trails at the start, or end of the day, and 
must only use them under the supervision of school staff during the school day. 
 

Miss Langdown 
We are delighted to announce that Miss Langdown and her partner are 
expecting their first child at the very end of April 2025. We will start the process 
of appointing a new teacher to join the Manor Court teaching team to cover her 
absence in the next few weeks and will inform you as soon as we know the 
outcome.  

FMCA Activities 
The FMCA have planned lots of exciting and varied fundraising activities for this school year.  Please see their 
poster at the end of this newsletter for further information. 
 
Year 5 History work 
Year 5 have discovered how propaganda was used to support the war effort in their history lessons 
recently. They designed their own posters with important propaganda messages that would have 

saved lives in World War 2. 
 
Year 2 visit to the Fleet Air Arm Museum 
Year 2 thoroughly enjoyed their visit to Fleet Air Arm Museum. Each child was engaged in 
discovering more about the history of flight and loved exploring the inside of Concorde, along with 
many other aircraft! 
 

After school enrichment clubs – A message from Mr Clode 
Please can I politely remind all parents that our afterschool enrichment clubs finish at 16:15 and ask you to arrive 
promptly to collect your children. 
 
Miss Clarke 
Last Friday we arranged a surprise afternoon tea for Miss Clarke as we celebrated the twenty-year 
anniversary of her starting employment at Manor Court.  We were joined by a number of colleagues 
and friends who had left us for pastures new and we exchanged gifts and ate lots of cake! 
 
Staff car park – A message from Mr Talmage 
Can we please remind all parents that the staff car park at the rear of the school is not to be used by parents at 
any point as a place to park during drop off or collection times.  The school does provide free parking permits for 
parents to park in Sainsbury’s carpark. 
 
Safeguarding  
Safeguarding is the responsibility of everybody. In terms of keeping children safe, 
please “Don’t think “What if I’m wrong Think… ‘What if I am right” If you have any 
concerns about a pupil, you should report this to a member of staff immediately. If you 
feel a pupil is at risk or a subject of abuse, you must contact the Designated 
Safeguarding Team immediately. The Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mr Clode and 
Deputy Designated Safeguard leads are Miss Gregory, Mrs Terry, and Mr Talmage. The 
school Safeguarding and Child Protection Governor is Mrs Sue Wakeman. 
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Come and join us in September 2025 
The application process for starting Foundation Stage in September 2025 has now opened 
through the Somerset County Council portal.  If you would like your child to join our happy, 
caring, fun and academically achieving (the highest results in Chard for many consecutive 
years) school then do apply through this link https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-
and-education/applying-for-school/apply-to-start-school-for-the-first-time/ 
If you would like to look around before making your final decision, please contact the school 
office to make an appointment with Mrs Terry, Mr Clode or Mr Talmage. 

 
Online safety news from Miss Hamilton 
Roblox, the game used by 90 million people daily, announced some major updates which are 
available to users and parents. This will be fully implemented by March 2025. These safety 
updates include: Limits to how children under 13 can communicate. Parental controls accessible 
from the parents phone rather from the child's device.  
You can find more information here: https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/gaming-

consoles/roblox-parental-controls/ 
Attendance our school expectations – A message from 
Miss Gregory 
Pupil attendance and punctuality is a key focus and priority 
within our school.  Individual attendance will be monitored and 
reviewed on a bi-weekly basis.  We would like to kindly remind 
parents that the school’s expectations on individual pupil 
attendance is 95% and above, with the aim of having 100% 
pupil attendance.  Should your child fall behind the school’s 
expectations a monitoring process is triggered, and we may ask 

you to come into school to discuss your child’s attendance with us.  Should you have any questions or concerns 
relating to your child’s attendance please do not hesitate to contact me within the school. 

 
Celebration Assemblies 
Family members are very welcome to join us at our EYFS & KS1 and KS2 celebration 
assembly each Friday.  KS2 Assembly will start at 08:50 in the school hall and KS1 
and EYFS Assembly will start at 10:30 in the school hall.   
Please enter the school site through the main gate at the front of the school and enter 
the hall via the normal door, after crossing the Key Stage 1 playground and walking 
around the back of the hall. 

Reading expectations – A message from Mrs Terry 
At Manor Court Community Primary School, we seek to ensure that children are supported to be confident, 
lifelong learners with a love of reading. Reading plays a very important role in developing children culturally, 
emotionally, and socially and we believe literature plays a key role in such development. Reading enables 
pupils both to acquire knowledge and build on what they already know.  
In school children in KS2 are heard reading on a 1:1 basis at least once a week 
by their class teacher and Learning Support staff and this is much more 
frequently in Foundation Stage and KS1. Those pupils not at an expected 
reading level are heard daily. The EYFS and Key Stage 1 reading books follow 
a clear progression of banding, ensuring fluency is developed. This academic 
year, you may find your     child has a book sent home that they have already read 
at school, and this is something that is now promoted in all schools. The more a 
child reads, the larger their vocabulary becomes. When a child reads or hears 
the same book multiple times, they become familiar and comfortable with a 
greater number of words. Fluency is the ability to read text “accurately, 
quickly, and with expression.” 
Repetitive reading allows a child to read without stumbling or stopping, and reading 
time becomes more pleasant for everyone. Once a child masters one book, it makes moving on to another 
more appealing. Reading comprehension is the ability to understand all the components of a story — from plot 
to character development to symbolism. Comprehension is “the essence” of reading. Each time your child reads 
or hears a book read to them; they learn more about the story itself. Each pass through the text or illustrations 
allows them to dive into the story’s meaning, preparing them for more complex narratives down the road. Children 
who progress from the banded scheme to ‘free readers’ can access their class library, and the school library, 
and can be supported to select appropriate books by staff. Pupils are encouraged to take home fiction and   non-
fiction texts. Children are expected to read at home five times a week, ideally daily, as this helps to develop 
confident and fluent      readers. We would recommend 20 minutes of reading a day. Children’s reading logs are 
checked to ensure this is taking place. Where children are not reading the required amount in school, they are 
invited to attend a lunchtime reading club. There is also opportunity to read to a member of staff at Homework 
Club and After-school Club. 

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/applying-for-school/apply-to-start-school-for-the-first-time/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/applying-for-school/apply-to-start-school-for-the-first-time/
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/gaming-consoles/roblox-parental-controls/
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/gaming-consoles/roblox-parental-controls/
http://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101/fluency
http://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101/fluency
http://www.readingrockets.org/reading-topics/reading-comprehension
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Foundation Stage Christmas window display in Jam 
Squirrels and Hedgehogs classes (our Foundation Stage children) have made beautiful Christmas 
Trees that are being displayed in the window of Jam the delicatessen in Holyrood Street.  If you 
are walking by, please do stop to have a look at this beautiful display.  
 
Whole School Art exhibition – Save the date! 
Our annual Whole School Art exhibition, where every child from Foundation Stage to Year 6 will exhibit their 
work, will be held at The Guildhall on Friday 24th January.  Do Save the date for this special event in your diary.  
 
School uniform provider – A message from Mrs Hunt (Assistant School Business Manager) 
As you will now know, our new school uniform provider is South-West School wear.  The uniform can be purchased 
from the Taunton store, or online.  Please see the letter that was sent home via ParentPay and can be found on 
our website for further details about the service that will be provided to Manor Court families. 
 

Ofsted Parent view  
Parent view is a way in which Ofsted surveys the parents of children within a school to find out 
their views of the school and how it can be improved further. These opinions become part of the 
overall judgment of the school. If you would like to pass on your opinions to Ofsted, please 
complete the survey on the parent view website. The website can be found at 
www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk 
 
EYC news from Miss Warren 

The preschool children very much enjoyed the snow! We had a great time outside making 
snowmen and snowballs. It was lovely to see the children experience this, as for most of the 
children it was their first-time seeing snow!  
We are delighted to welcome our new apprentice practitioner - Miss Everitt. She began with us 
on Monday, and we are looking forward to working with her!  
 
Pupil Premium 
The Pupil Premium is additional funding that the Government provides for each child who they believe may be 
disadvantaged in achieving their best in education. At Manor Court Community Primary School, we provide high 
quality education and enrichment opportunities for each pupil regardless of ability or background. However, it is 
useful to receive this funding for all children entitled to it. If your children are entitled to free school meals or a 
member of the household is currently in receipt, or has been in the last six years, of Universal credit then please 
do apply through this hyperlink or ask in the school office for a form that we can send off for you.  
https://secure1.somerset.gov.uk/forms/PortalShowForm.asp?fm_formalias=freeschoolmeal 
 

Hot meals parental feedback – A message from Mrs Hunt  
Our onsite kitchen is now providing a hot meal for average over 190 children each weekday 
and it appears to us that the children within the school are enjoying the meal that is being 
offered to them and parents have selected for them through ParentPay. 
We would like to ask parents to provide feedback, positive or negative, as to the food that 
we are providing to your child.  If you would like to share this feedback with us, please do 
email the school office. 

 
Poetry Workshops with Clive Saunders 
Last week Year 5 and Year 6 participated in poetry workshops with Clive Saunders, local veteran 
and poet. The children wrote poems to enter into the Never Such Innocence competition. They held 
conversations on conflict to make a difference to their futures. 
 
Wrap around care booking reminder from the school office 
Our wrap around care provision is extremely popular but we are having an increasing number of children attend 
who have not been booked on to sessions. Whilst we make every effort to accommodate them, we cannot 
always guarantee that there is space. 
Please may we remind you of the following booking deadlines: 
After school care – 14:00 on the day. 
Breakfast club – 14:00 the day before. 
 
The Apple Tree Press meets the FMCA 
On Monday the Apple Tree Press interviewed Mrs Bagg and Mrs Birks who are members of the 
FMCA. We discussed upcoming events, what it means to be a member of the FMCA and how 
other parents can join. They are always looking for new members to join this hard-working team.  
 

 

http://www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
https://secure1.somerset.gov.uk/forms/PortalShowForm.asp?fm_formalias=freeschoolmeal
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The FMCA needs you! 
The FMCA is a group of parent volunteers who spend time raising money (whilst having fun) 
for activities or equipment to be used for the children in the school. The work that they do is 
vital, and the committee needs more volunteers to help them achieve more for the children. 

If you would like to find out more about their work and how you can get involved, please do email them on 
contactfmca@gmail.com or contact them through their Facebook page 
 
Wrap around care telephone number  
The telephone number for our wrap around care provision (breakfast & after school club) 
is 07471 412147 Please save this telephone number to your phone if you use wrap around 
care.  Breakfast club is held in the school hall and our after-school wrap around care is held 
in The Den (a room in the Year 1 block). To ensure that we have the correct ratios please 
ensure that you contact the school office the day before you require club.  We appreciate 
that emergencies sometimes happen. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 

                  
Mr Luke Talmage             Mr Alan Clode 
Headteacher             Deputy Headteacher and Inclusion Leader 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:contactfmca@gmail.com
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