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Dear Parents and carers
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Spring Term Newsletter 5— Friday 15" March 2024

Key Dates
March 2024
Monday 18" March School council Easter bonnet competition
Thursday 28" March Break up for the Easter holidays
April 2024
Monday 15" April All children and staff return to school
Wednesday 17" April Year 2 trip to Westlands (Information to follow)
Monday 22" April Tempest class photos
Tuesday 23" April Scholastic book fayre arrives in school
Thursday 25" April Year 6 residential meeting 3.15pm in Herons class

World Book Day - Thursday 7" March 2024
World Book Day was celebrated in style by the whole school last Thursday, 7t March.
Thank you all for the efforts your children went to in terms of dressing-up; the outfits and
pyjamas were brilliant! Mrs Terry led a whole school assembly about celebrating diversity
and read a story involving the Mr Men and Little Miss characters. Every year group had
the opportunity to take part in a character trail around the school and entered a book
cover competltlon winners will be chosen this Friday!
; - There was a lot of reading going on! Each year group read with a

different year group, our youngest children had a special visitor
who dressed up and read a story in Portuguese, our Year 3 and - \
~ Year 6 pupils had special online Zoom meetings with children in an Internatlonal School in
~ France, and some children heard a story read in Japanese! Every class had a visit from an
. accountant too, who read a story. This linked to our career focus on maths this half term.
The mission for the day was to promote reading for pleasure, offering the opportunity for all
pupils to be given a book of their own. Every child took home a book voucher which can be
exchanged for a £1.00 World Book Day book or used as money off a full-price book.
Reading for pleasure is the single biggest indicator of a child’s future success — more than
their family circumstances, their parents’ educational background or their income. We want
to see more children with a life-long habit of reading for pleasure and the improved life
chances this brings them. We feel our World Book Day activities and our Rock up and Read
sessions have certainly helped towards this.

Behaviour principles statement — A reminder from the local governing body.

We have all worked extremely hard to build a supportive community that we can be proud of and that lives up to
its values to ‘care, learn and achieve together. Can we please remind each parent that any kind of violence,
threatening behaviour, or abuse between children, or by parents, within the school community towards the school’s
staff both verbally (in person, or on the telephone) and via the written word, will not be tolerated.

If a parent does not conduct themselves properly, the school reserves the right to ban them from the school
premises and, if the parent continues to cause disturbance, they may be liable to prosecution.

Foundation Stage Mother’s Day afternoon tea

Last Friday, Foundation Stage enjoyed hosting their Mother's Day Afternoon tea for their &,
mum, grandma, or aunties. The children loved sharing their gifts, work, and biscuits that |
they had made with their special person. It was lovely to see so many guests in the school
hall chatting together and enjoying the company of others.

School Council Easter bonnet competition

The school council are holding a traditional Easter Bonnet competition again this year to raise funds for their charity
of the year — The Little Princess Trust. If your child would like to enter, the deadline for handing your child’s entry
into their teacher is this Monday coming. There will be prizes and certificates for the winning bonnet’s.

Year 5 and 6 RAF Stem workshops

On Monday 4" March, the Year 5 and Year 6 children were excited to take part in an RAF stem
workshop. The children showed teamwork and collaboration as they constructed robots, used
coding to get the robots to move. The children had to work together to refine the design of their
robots and to ensure that they moved as best as they could.

We take child protection extremely seriously at our school. If you have a concern, you can speak to any of the school's
designated and trained Child Protection officers: Mr Clode, Miss Gregory, Mrs Terry, Mrs Wilkins, or Mr Talmage.
Alternatively, you can ring Children Social Care on 0300 123 2224 or email childrens@somerset.gov.uk




Pupil Voice Survey — A message from Mrs Terry
We have recently completed a pupil voice survey of the children who attend our
school and have sent the results home in a letter via ParentPay today. We asked _—
each child (not the Foundation Stage children as we believed that they were too
young) the same questions about their time at school and the education that is B =
provided for them. We received 369 responses and believe that the positive . .
responses are reflective of our school and the education that we provide for the Pupl]_ VOICC
children who attend Manor Court. The results included:
1. 98% of children said that they would recommend our school to a friend moving to the area.
2. 99% of children strongly agreed or agreed that Manor Court Community Primary School encourages me
to respect people from other backgrounds and to treat everyone equally.
3. 92% of children asked stated that in every, or most lessons, my teacher gives them work that challenges
me.

Easter Holiday Club - A message from Mr McCarten

Our staff have been running paid for childcare of Manor Court children alongside holiday provision sponsored for
FSM children by Healthy Happy Holidays. We will once more be offering this to all parents (not entitled to FSM)
at a cost of £15 for a day, for the hours between 09:00 — 15:00 from Tuesday 2" to Friday 5" April and Tuesday
9" to Wednesday 10" April. This provision includes breakfast and a day of activities, including sports, baking and
crafts. If you would like your child to attend please book a place through the office and give your payment to the
staff on the day. If you need to make any last minute bookings, please email the school office email address.

After School enrichment clubs for the Summer Term

The list for our Summer Term after-school enrichment clubs went home yesterday via
ParentPay, all clubs will be available to book from 14.00 on Friday 22" March. A letter will
be sent home next week, to remind parents of the process, so please do make a note of
this time to ensure that you can book the enrichment club/s that your child would like to
attend.

Wrap around care booking reminder from the school office

Our wrap around care provision is very popular but we are having an increasing number of children attend who
have not been booked on to sessions. Whilst we make every effort to accommodate them, we cannot always
guarantee that there is space.

Please may we remind you of the following booking deadlines:

After school care — 2.00 pm on the day

Breakfast club — 2.00 pm the day before.

British Science week
This week has been British Science week! The national focus has been on time. This
has allowed all children to be curious in a variety of activities such as, exploring the -

i

different seasons and changes over time, the evolution of humans over time, the
extinction of dinosaurs over time, the growth of baby chicks over time and finally
themselves learning and growing over time. The week has been full of jelly, chicks,
future farming and even making biodegradable plastics. The future is bright with our
Manor Court scientists.

Somerset Science Festival — A message from Mr Staddon

On Monday 6" May, some Year 5 pupils will be leading a stand at the Somerset Science Festival, to be held at
Haynes Motor Museum. The pupils have been taking part in an after-school science club this term, led by myself
and will be sharing their knowledge and understanding of science with a focus on sustainability.

The day will be a perfect opportunity for children and adults alike to learn about science, technology, engineering
and mathematics (STEM) and explore the various STEM-based careers and industries that are available in
Somerset. Last year, over 4800 people attended the festival. Visitors had the chance to take part in exciting
hands-on activities, watch live demonstrations and discover inspiring projects. The day is completely FREE for
you and your families to attend, and you can learn more about the science that is taught here at Manor Court.
Please see the flyer for more information at the end of this newsletter.

Chard Together

Last Saturday our mixed-aged choir and dance club entertained the crowds at the wonderful
Chard Together Community event at The Guildhall. The choir sang in Tagalog, English and
Portuguese and the Dancers performed African and Indian dances.
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Safeguarding
Safeguarding Safeguarding is the responsibility of everybody. In terms of keeping children safe, please
is everyone's “Don’t think “What if 'm wrong Think... ‘What if | am right” If you have any concerns about
responsibility a pupil, you should report this to a member of staff immediately. If you feel a pupil is at risk
or a subject of abuse, you must contact the Designated Safeguarding Team immediately.
The Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mr Clode and Deputy Designated Safeguard leads
are Miss Gregory, Mrs Terry, Mrs Wilkins, and Mr Talmage. The school Safeguarding and Child
Protection Governor is Mrs Sue Wakeman

EYC news from Sophie

The preschool children have enjoyed taking part in Science Week. They have investigated
shadows, floating, and sinking. Some of the children have also taken part in a volcano experiment.
We still have a few spaces left for our parents evening on the 215t°" March, please send an eyLog
message to book an appointment.

Pupil Premium

The Pupil Premium is additional funding that the Government provides for each child who they believe may be
disadvantaged in achieving their best in education. At Manor Court Community Primary School, we provide high
guality education and enrichment opportunities for each pupil regardless of ability or background. However, it is
useful to receive this funding for all children entitled to it. If your children are entitled to free school meals or a
member of the household is currently in receipt, or has been in the last six years, of Universal credit then please
do apply through this hyperlink or ask in the school office for a form that we can send off for you.
https://securel.somerset.gov.uk/forms/PortalShowForm.asp?fm_formalias=freeschoolmeal

Have we got your correct details? — A message from the school office
To keep your child safe, please make sure that if you have changed your telephone number, email address or
home address that you remember to let the school office know so that we can update our records.

Year 2 visit to Chard Library

Year 2 visited Chard Library last week, where they were surprisingly greeted by the Paper Bag
Princess! She read her story to the children and then the pupils discovered more books to
enjoy.

Smoking at drop off and collection time — A message from Mr Talmage

We have had a few parents mention to us recently that some parents smoke and vape immediately outside the
school gates at the morning drop off and afternoon collection times. Can we please ask all adults to refrain from
doing this and do expect us to ask you to stop. Thank you for your support with this and preventing secondary
smoking for each of the Manor Court pupils.

» - Online safety news from Miss Hamilton
® Staving G Palworld is a new game similar to Pokemon and Digimon with an age rating of 12 for fantasy-
safe B character-style violence. Given its similarity to Pokemon there's every likelihood that younger
@ online @  children will be playing this game and so Internet Matters have compiled some advice and guidance
Qo for parents about the game: what it is, how it works, safety settings etc. For more information please
visit: https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/news-blogs/what-is-palworld/

Parenting when separate course starting on 16" April 2024 — A message from Mr Clode and Miss
Gregory

We are excited to be able to offer a new, practical, and positive six-week course for parents who are preparing
for, going through or have gone through a separation or divorce.

Parenting when separated can be challenging and confusing. This six-week online course starting on 16 April
highlights practical steps parents can take to help their children cope and thrive, as well as coping successfully
themselves.

The topics for the six weeks include:

Coping as a parent post-separation

Developing a co-parenting relationship

Communicating with your child’s other parent

Challenges of being a separated parent

Remaining calm in challenging situations

. Coping post-separation

If you think you might be interested in the following free training course, please speak to us for more details.

oA wWNE
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Foundation Stage Chicks!

The Foundation Stage children have thoroughly enjoyed their Living Things topic this half term and
enjoyed learning about the different life cycles. They have looked closely at frogspawn and this
week have waited patiently as chicks have hatched from local ethically sourced eggs. The chicks
will return to their local free-range farm next week.

New school website address

Please be aware that we have changed our school website address, as the previous website domain was owned
by Somerset County Council and there was a risk of the school website being lost if the County Council goes
further into administration.

Our school website address is now: www.manorcourtcommunityprimary.co.uk

P.E News from Mr McCarten

Easter Tennis Camps with LA Tennis Coaching

LA Tennis Coaching provides Tennis Camps over the Easter Holidays!
If your child is interested, please see information below:

Yeovil Tennis Club

Wednesday 3 April and Monday 8™ April.

Somerton Tennis Club

Friday 12t April.

For ages 5-16 / 9am — 3pm / £28pp / Sibling Discount

TO BOOK AND FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:

Luke Andrews: 07437404242 | E: Latennis@hotmail.com

Chard Cricket Net Sessions

If your child is still interested in signing up for Chard Cricket Net Sessions, they have moved their start date to
Friday 15" March. Please see the flyer at the end of the newsletter.

() The FMCA needs you!
The FMCA is a group of parent volunteers who spend time raising money (whilst having fun)
@ for activities or equipment to be used for the children in the school. The work that they do is
vital, andthe committee needs more volunteers to help them achieve more for the children.
If you would like to find out more about their work and how you can get involved, please do
email them on contactfmca@gmail.com or contact them through their Facebook page.

2024-2025 Term Dates
We have set our term dates for the 2024-2025 academic year. These can be found at the end of this newsletter
and on the parent section of our school website.

More volunteer readers needed — A message from Mrs Terry

Do you have spare time that you could commit to volunteering at our excellent school ' v v
in 20247

We are looking for more adults who can spend time listening to our children read. ** vt'
Full training (including safeguarding) and lots of friendly children and staff will be

provided! Each volunteer will require a DBS (paid for by the school) before they can - -

start. If you'd like to find out more information, please contact the school office to
speak to me, Mrs Terry (Assistant Headteacher), or Mrs Hunt (Business Manager).

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

Attendance our school expectations — A message from Miss Gregory
‘ Pupil attendance and punctuality is a key focus and priority within our school.
A A‘ Individual attendance will be monitored and reviewed on a bi-weekly basis.
’t @lnce We would like to kindly remind parents that the school’'s expectations on
a @PS individual pupil attendance is 95% and above, with the aim of having 100%
...every school day counts! Pupil attendance. Should your child fall behind the school's expectations a
monitoring process is triggered, and we may ask you to come into school to
discuss your child’s attendance with us. Should you have any questions or concerns relating to your child’s

attendance please do not hesitate to contact me within the school.

FMCA Bingo o
Thank you to everyone who supported the FMCA bingo last Friday evening in the school hall. J’;ﬂ?,ﬁlﬁ%
After expenses, the evening raised £482.57 for some of the ‘added extras’ that is provided for ‘ i B

the children who attend our school from the EYC to Y6! The FMCAs next big event is the Summer
Fete, later in the school year.
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Reading expectations — A message from Mrs Terry

At Manor Court Community Primary School, we seek to ensure that children are supported to be confident,
lifelonglearners with a love of reading. Reading plays a very important role in developing children culturally,
emotionally, and socially and we believe literature plays a key role in such development. Reading enables

pupils both to acquire knowledge and build on what they already know.
o o
LA

In school children in KS2 are heard reading on a 1:1 basis at least once a week
by their class teacher and Learning Support staff and this is much more
frequ_ently in Foundation _Stage and KS1. Those pupils not at an expected «Reading aloud with
reading level are heard daily. The EYFS and Key Stage 1 reading books follow children is known to be the
a clear progression of banding, ensuring fluency is developed. This academic single most important
year, you may find yourchild has a book sent home that they have already read activity for building the
at school, and this is something that is now promoted in all schools. The more a knowledge and skills they
h . . will eventually require for
child reads, the larger their vocabulary becomes. When a child reads or hears learning to read.”
the same book multiple times, they become familiar and comfortable with a
greater number of words. Fluency is the ability to read text “accurately,
quickly, and with expression.”
Repetitive reading allows a child to read without stumbling or stopping, and reading
time becomes more pleasant for everyone. Once a child masters one book, it makes moving on to another
more appealing. Reading comprehension is the ability to understand all the components of a story — from plot
to character development to symbolism. Comprehension is “the essence” of reading. Each time your child reads
or hears a book read to them; they learn more about the story itself. Each pass through the text or illustrations
allows them to dive into the story’s meaning, preparing them for more complex narratives down the road. Children
who progress from the banded scheme to ‘free readers’ can access their class library, and the school library,
and can be supported to select appropriate books by staff. Pupils are encouraged to take home fiction and non-
fiction texts. Children are expected to read at home 5 times a week, ideally daily, as this helps to develop
confident and fluent readers. We would recommend 20 minutes of reading a day. Children’s reading logs are
checked to ensure this is taking place. Where children are not reading the required amount in school, they are
invited to attend a lunchtime reading club. There is also opportunity to read to a member of staff at Homework
Club and After-school Club.

Hot meals parental feedback — A message from Mrs Hunt

Our onsite kitchen is now providing a hot meal for over 190 children each weekday and it
appears to us that the children within the school are enjoying the meal that is being offered
to them and parents have selected for them through ParentPay.

We would like to ask parents to provide feedback, positive or negative, as to the food that
we are providing to your child. If you would like to share this feedback with us, please do
email the school office.

Wrap around care telephone number

The telephone number for our wrap around care provision (breakfast & after school club) is
07471 412147 Please save this telephone number to your phone if you use wrap around care.
Breakfast club is held in the school hall and our after-school wrap around care is held in The Den
(aroom in the Y1 block). To ensure that we have the correct ratios please ensure that you contact the school office
the day before you require club. We appreciate that emergencies sometimes happen.

w5 Ofsted Parent view

P Parent view is a way in which Ofsted surveys the parents of children within a school to find out

t‘. their views of the school and how it can be improved further. These opinions become part of the
overall judgment of the school. If you would like to pass on your opinions to Ofsted, please

Parent View | complete the survey on the parent view website. The website can be found at

Your Child's School | ywww . parentview.ofsted.gov.uk

Thank you for your continued support.

4= Juw

Mr Luke Talmage Mr Alan Clode
Headteacher Deputy Headteacher and Inclusion Leader

We take child protection extremely seriously at our school. If you have a concern, you can speak to any of the school's
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FESTIVAL

May 6th 2024

10am — 5.30pm

CASTLE CARY & SPARKFORD
www.somerscience.co.uk
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@ chee:y Keeping children safe online

Many young people who are victims of -

cyberbullying suffer in silence.

They feel they can't turn to parents or a trusted adult for E

support as they fear they may get in trouble or have their scan the QR code with your
- phone’s camera for Parent

devices taken away from them. It can carry on all day, all Guides on how to help keep

f) . your children safe online
evening and all weekend for the world to see, causing a

lot of emotional stress to the victim and their family.

It can very
quickly lead to
the victim feeling
trapped, scared
and vulnerable
to grooming

and blackmail.

Online safety is when young people know who they can tell
if they feel upset by something that has happened online.

Parents please contact your school to enquire attending ity
their next e-safety workshop or have any concerns. é

Working with Home Office ‘PREVENT’, The Police and Crime Commissioner Home Office
and Children’s Safeguarding Partnerships to help keep children safe online. e fomy KL
Skips Educational Email: info@skipsed.com Tel: +44 121 227 1941

west midlands

N
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www.skipssafetynet.org
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- 6-9pm
. Holyrood Sports Hall Chard
Girls and Boys Yrs 3-5 6-7pm
Girls Yrs 6+ and Ladies  7-8pm

Boys Yrs 6-9 8-9pm £3 Per Session

Contact Dan- Youthcricket@chardcricketclub.com
07846661220

We take child protection extremely seriously at our school. If you have a concern, you can speak to any of the school's
designated and trained Child Protection officers: Mr Clode, Miss Gregory, Mrs Terry, Mrs Wilkins, or Mr Talmage.
Alternatively, you can ring Children Social Care on 0300 123 2224 or email childrens@somerset.gov.uk



ManoT Court ScHooL CouNeiL
EASTER COMPETITON -
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All entries must be handed in from Friday
March 15" until Monday March 18". Please
make sure they are labelled with childs name

d class. Money in a named envelope . Thank
Skl you!
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PRE-BOOK BY 29TH MARCH £16 | ON THE DAY

PRE-PAID LUNCH +£4 LUNCH ON THE DAY +£5
ARTS | CRAFTS | SPORTS | GAMES

Activities may vary due to unforeseen circumstances

e.q. weather
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Manor Court Community Primary School
School Terms and Holidays 2024-2025
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Term dates summary:
- School Holiday Term 1: 03 September — 25 October 2024 (39 days)
: Term 2: 04 November — 20 December 2024 (35 days)
I Bank Holiday Term 3: 06 January — 14 February 2025 (30 days)
Term Time Term 4: 24 February — 04 April 2025 (30 days)
Term 5: 22 April — 23 May 2025 (23 days)
" Inset Days Term 6: 02 June — 23 July 2025 (38 days) ~ TOTAL =195

Christmas Day 25 December 2024 Easter Monday 21 April 2025
Boxing Day 26 December 2024 May Day Bank Holiday 05 May 2025
New Year's Day 01 January 2025 Spring Bank Holiday 26 May 2025
Good Friday 18 April 2025 Summer Bank Holiday 25 August 2025

Academy, Free Schools, Foundation & Voluntary Aided schools can set their own term dates and may differ from ours. Please check with the individual
schools for their term dates.

We take child protection extremely seriously at our school. If you have a concern, you can speak to any of the school's
designated and trained Child Protection officers: Mr Clode, Miss Gregory, Mrs Terry, Mrs Wilkins, or Mr Talmage.
Alternatively, you can ring Children Social Care on 0300 123 2224 or email childrens@somerset.gov.uk



Chard Community Hub

Community Event

Tuesday 2nd April
3-6pm

RSVP if possible: tessacchcalendaregmail.com 07871 913 004
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