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Dear Parents and carers  
 
 Spring Term Newsletter 2– Friday 26th January 2024 
Key Dates 

January 2024 

Friday 26th January Our whole school annual Art Exhibition at Chard Guildhall 

Tuesday 30th January  Y5 Poetry workshops with ‘Never Such Innocence’ – Armed forces charity 

Wednesday 31st January Y4 Clothes Swap 

February 2024 

Monday 5th February  Y6 Trip to the Guildhall 

Monday 5th February School Council fancy dress swap 

Tuesday 6th February  Safer Internet Day 
Y1 Trip to St Mary’s Church 
U11 Tag Rugby at Holyrood School 

Thursday 8th February  FMCA Non-School Uniform Day and Discos – See poster at the end of newsletter 

Friday 9th February Y5 Trip to Cineworld 
Y4 Wessex Water Workshops 
Last day of this half term 

Monday 19th February All children and staff return to school 

Tuesday 20th February Y4 Trip to Magdalen Farm 

 
Thank you for your generosity! 
We have been overwhelmed by the generosity of our school community who 
have donated (now) over £800, during and since our non-school uniform day 
on Friday 12th January.  This money will help with the cost of replacing the 
damaged windows at St Mary’s Church. 
Rev’d John has written this week to express St Mary’s gratitude: On behalf of 
Reverend Georgina, myself and all at St. Mary’s, I just wanted to write to say 
a huge thank you to you, your staff, the parents and children for the wonderful 

donations that have been made following the damage to our church windows. I have to say how humbled and 
immensely grateful all at St Mary’s are for this most generous act of kindness and support. It highlights to me the 
fact that even in those difficult times God is at work and is visible in those around us. 
 
Drop off and collection of children at the end of the school day 
We have had reports from parents and members of the public that some parents are stopping their cars in an 
unsafe manner when dropping and collecting their children to school.  Can all parents please take more care and 
be respectful to other road users when stopping outside of the school during these busy times.  This will keep 
every child (and parent) safe, and we do not wish to have any accidents. 
Do remember that we can provide a free parking permit to enable cars to park for up to thirty minutes in the 
Sainsbury’s or Crowshute carparks, please ask at the school office if you would like a new permit. 

Whole school Art Exhibition at the Guildhall – A message from Mrs Morton and Miss Grabham 
Today we held our fifth annual public Art exhibition at the Guildhall in Chard. This year the 

work exhibited was inspired by the artwork of internationally renowned artist, Claude 

Monet and the children’s art was in his impressionist style. As within each previous 

exhibition each child from the Early Years to Year 6 had the pleasure of producing a piece 

of work to be proudly displayed for the visitors to peruse. 

The exhibition was opened by Councillor Gary Shortland (the Mayor of Chard) who 

enjoyed viewing the exhibition with two of the school Arts Councillors who shared their knowledge of Monet with 

him. In total thirteen Arts Councillors were at hand to explain their peers work with the visitors throughout the day 

and to impart their knowledge of Monet with those who attended the exhibition.   

Swapping of collectable cards and stickers (Pokémon, football etc.) 
We understand that children may wish to swap collectable cards and stickers with their friends during morning and 
lunchtime breaks.  However we are aware that, within our school and each school nationally, these swaps are not 
always fair and that this can cause friction and disappointment between the children.   
Can we please remind all parents and children that cards and stickers must not be brought into school for swapping 
or trading and that we cannot be responsible for these, unfair deals or arranging the return of cards and stickers 
that parents may feel have been traded unfairly to their child.  We have asked all staff to confiscate cards and 
stickers found in school and to give them back to the children at the end of the school day to take home safely. 
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School council fancy dress swap 
Our school council are arranging a children’s fancy dress costume swap in readiness for World Book Day.  This 
will be held after school on Monday 5th February on the KS1 playground.  Please support them and for further 
information see their poster at the end of this newsletter. 
 
Miss Gregory – Early Intervention Officer  
Last week we welcomed Miss Laura Gregory back to work from her yearlong maternity leave.  
Miss Gregory’s role within our school is as The Early Intervention Officer; a part time role that 
provides practical help and emotional support to families experiencing short or long-term 
difficulties.  Laura’s goal is to empower families to address various challenges and ultimately 
reducing problems and risks. The Early Intervention Officer is one of the Deputy Designated 
Safeguard leads and is also the attendance lead of Manor Court Community Primary School. 
 
World Book Day - Thursday 7th March 2024 – A message from Mrs Terry 
World Book Day changes lives through a love of books and reading. At Manor Court, we will next be celebrating 
World Book Day on Thursday 7th March 2024. The mission for the day is to promote reading for pleasure, offering 
the opportunity for all pupils to be given a book of their own. Reading for pleasure is the single biggest indicator of 
a child’s future success – more than their family circumstances, their parents’ educational background or their 
income. We want to see more children with a life-long habit of reading for pleasure and the improved life chances 
this brings them. 
This year, we are inviting pupils to come to school dressed as their favourite book character if they so wish, but 
we are mindful that dressing-up clothes can be expensive, so there is no need to buy anything new unless you 
choose to. There is also the option for pupils to wear their own comfy pyjamas to school, as we know a lot of our 
pupils enjoy reading at bedtime, their favourite everyday clothes, or they can wear their normal school uniform. 
The children may choose to bring in a prop from their favourite book, or just the book itself. 

 
NSPCC workshops 
This week we had the NSPCC in school to deliver their Speak out Stay safe programme 
to years 2, 5 and 6. This workshop helped children to understand that they always have 
a right to feel safe, and that they can speak to a safe adult or Childline if they ever need 
help or support. The programme covered topics like bullying and abuse in a child-friendly 
and age-appropriate way.   

 
Careers information from Mrs Wilkins 
As a school we are taking part in the 'Start Small; Dream Big' project; a free career-related learning programme 
for primary schools delivered by The Careers & Enterprise Company and 
backed by the Department for Education (DfE).   
The programme holds huge importance for the future of careers education. It 
gives schools the opportunity to be part of an innovative national programme 
of activity and research, influencing and shaping future policy decisions on 
primary career-related learning. Through participation in this programme, 
career-related learning and skills development will become embedded into 
curriculum teaching, leading to an enhanced curriculum that will impact the 
learning outcomes for all.  
This half term, Mrs Wilkins will be leading a careers afternoon to launch the 
project. More details to follow! Our careers focus for after Easter will be ‘Careers involving Mathematics’. If you 
yourself have a job with a Maths link and would like to speak to the children about this, please get in touch via the 
school office.   
 
Safeguarding  
Safeguarding is the responsibility of everybody. In terms of keeping children safe, please 
“Don’t think “What if I’m wrong Think… ‘What if I am right” If you have any concerns about 
a pupil, you should report this to a member of staff immediately. If you feel a pupil is at 
risk or a subject of abuse, you must contact the Designated Safeguarding Team 
immediately. The Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mr Clode and Deputy Designated 
Safeguard leads are Miss Gregory, Mrs Terry, Mrs Wilkins, and Mr Talmage. The school 
Safeguarding and Child Protection Governor is Mrs Sue Wakeman  
 
Miss Brown 
We are delighted to announce that Miss Brown and her partner are expecting their first child at the very end of 
July. It is Miss Brown’s intention to complete the academic year with her current class.  We will start the process 
of appointing a new teacher to join the Manor Court team in September in the next few weeks.   
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World Religion Day – A message from Mrs Farwell 
To celebrate World Religion Day on Sunday 20th January children from the EYC to Year 6 
spent time interpreting how art is used in religion around the world. We then joined up with 
another year group to share what we had learnt and show each other the brilliant artwork we 
had produced.  
 
Year 4 Eco-Project Clothes Swap – A message from Mrs Wilkins and Miss Langdown 
As part of our Manor Court 48 this half term, year four are holding their rearranged clothes swap. This will take 
place on Wednesday 31st January after school. If you have any children and baby clothes (in good condition) that 
your children have outgrown, we would love to receive them. Please send in any clean clothes in a carrier bag 
and give it to your child’s teacher.  
 

More volunteer readers needed – A message from Mrs Terry 
Do you have spare time that you could commit to volunteering at our excellent school 
in 2024? 
We are looking for more adults who can spend time listening to our children read. 
Full training (including safeguarding) and lots of friendly children and staff will be 
provided!  Each volunteer will require a DBS (paid for by the school) before they can 
start. 
If you’d like to find out more information, please contact the school office to speak to 

me, Mrs Terry (Assistant Headteacher), or Mrs Hunt (Business Manager). 
 
Foundation Stage visit to St Mary’s Church 
On Monday Foundation Stage went to St Mary’s Church to learn about baptism and about the 
different parts of this Christian celebration.  The children also looked at the beautiful stained glass 
windows like the ones they created as part of World Religion Day. 
 
2024-2025 Term Dates 
We have set our term dates for the 2024-2025 academic year.  These can be found at the end of 
this newsletter and on the parent section of our school website. 
 
School uniform expectations 
We expect all children to conform to the school uniform expectations and for parents to support us in this. We do 
have a uniform bank for families when they are unable to provide school uniform. This uniform bank contains clean 
and pre-used shirts, trousers, jumpers, coats, shoes and ties so please do speak to a member of staff if you’d like 
to have a piece of uniform. 
 

Ofsted Parent view  
Parent view is a way in which Ofsted surveys the parents of children within a school to find out 
their views of the school and how it can be improved further. These opinions become part of the 
overall judgment of the school. If you would like to pass on your opinions to Ofsted, please 
complete the survey on the parent view website. The website can be found at 
www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk 

 
Pupil Premium 
The Pupil Premium is additional funding that the Government provides for each child who they believe may be 
disadvantaged in achieving their best in education. At Manor Court Community Primary School, we provide high 
quality education and enrichment opportunities for each pupil regardless of ability or background. However, it is 
useful to receive this funding for all children entitled to it. If your children are entitled to free school meals or a 
member of the household is currently in receipt, or has been in the last six years, of Universal credit then please 
do apply through this hyperlink or ask in the school office for a form that we can send off for you.  
https://secure1.somerset.gov.uk/forms/PortalShowForm.asp?fm_formalias=freeschoolmeal 
 
Online safety news from Miss Hamilton 
"Is my child old enough to have a phone?" Is a common, understandable question many parents 
think about, but it's also one that is very difficult to answer as there are so many factors involved. 
For younger children it's often peer pressure, with older children social isolation is very common. 
Often, advice has to be given particular to that child/family, rather than a one-size-fits-all solution. 
The Institute for Digital Media and Child Development have put together some tip sheets for parents 
which are really useful. There are 3 parts: Assessing readiness, preparing for healthy use and what now? More 
information can be found here: Smartphones: Assessing Readiness - Children and Screens 
 
 
 

http://www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
https://secure1.somerset.gov.uk/forms/PortalShowForm.asp?fm_formalias=freeschoolmeal
https://www.childrenandscreens.org/learn-explore/research/introducing-a-smartphone-assessing-readiness/
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EYC news from Sophie 
We have enjoyed exploring lots of modern stories over the last few weeks. These have included 
'We're going on a bear hunt' and 'The tiger who came to tea'. We especially enjoyed making our 
own sandwiches and being able to choose our own fillings.  
Please can parents make sure that all items of clothing and lunchboxes are named as we have 
found we have many duplicates. We want to make sure the correct items go home with your 
children. Thank you.  
 
Have we got your correct details? – A message from the school office 
To keep your child safe, please make sure that if you have changed your telephone number, email address or 
home address that you remember to let the school office know so that we can update our records. 
 

Bikeability 

A number of our Y5 children have completed their bikeability course this 
week, and through practical learning and theory have learnt how to ride their 
bicycle safely on the road.  This important course used to be called cycling 
proficiency and is an important life skill for each child to learn during their 
primary education. 

Reading expectations – A message from Mrs Terry 
At Manor Court Community Primary School, we seek to ensure that children are supported to be confident, 
lifelong learners with a love of reading. Reading plays a very important role in developing children culturally, 
emotionally, and socially and we believe literature plays a key role in such development. Reading enables 
pupils both to acquire knowledge and build on what they already know.  
In school children in KS2 are heard reading on a 1:1 basis at least once a week 
by their class teacher and Learning Support staff and this is much more 
frequently in Foundation Stage and KS1. Those pupils not at an expected 
reading level are heard daily. The EYFS and Key Stage 1 reading books follow 
a clear progression of banding, ensuring fluency is developed. This academic 
year, you may find your   child has a book sent home that they have already read 
at school, and this is something that is now promoted in all schools. The more a 
child reads, the larger their vocabulary becomes. When a child reads or hears 
the same book multiple times, they become familiar and comfortable with a 
greater number of words. Fluency is the ability to read text “accurately, 
quickly, and with expression.” 
Repetitive reading allows a child to read without stumbling or stopping, and reading 
time becomes more pleasant for everyone. Once a child masters one book, it makes moving on to another 
more appealing. Reading comprehension is the ability to understand all the components of a story — from plot 
to character development to symbolism. Comprehension is “the essence” of reading. Each time your child reads 
or hears a book read to them; they learn more about the story itself. Each pass through the text or illustrations 
allows  them to dive into the story’s meaning, preparing them for more complex narratives down the road. Children 
who progress from the banded scheme to ‘free readers’ can access their class library, and the school library, 
and can be supported to select appropriate books by staff. Pupils are encouraged to take home fiction and   non-
fiction texts.  Children are expected to read at home 5 times a week, ideally daily, as this helps to develop 
confident and fluent      readers. We would recommend 20 minutes of reading a day. Children’s reading logs are 
checked to ensure this is taking place. Where children are not reading the required amount in school, they are 
invited to attend a lunchtime  reading club. There is also opportunity to read to a member of staff at Homework 
Club and After-school Club. 
 

Attendance our school expectations – A message from Miss Gregory 
Pupil attendance and punctuality is a key focus and priority within our school.  
Individual attendance will be monitored and reviewed on a bi-weekly basis.  
We would like to kindly remind parents that the school’s expectations on 
individual pupil attendance is 95% and above, with the aim of having 100% 
pupil attendance.  Should your child fall behind the school’s expectations a 
monitoring process is triggered, and we may ask you to come into school to 

discuss your child’s attendance with us.  Should you have any questions or concerns relating to your child’s 
attendance please do not hesitate to contact me within the school. 
 
New school website address 
Please be aware that we have changed our school website address, as the previous website domain was owned 
by Somerset County Council and there was a risk of the school website being lost if the County Council goes 
further into administration. 
Our school website address is now:  www.manorcourtcommunityprimary.co.uk 

http://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101/fluency
http://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101/fluency
http://www.readingrockets.org/reading-topics/reading-comprehension
http://www.manorcourtcommunityprimary.co.uk/
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Hot meals parental feedback – A message from Mrs Hunt  
Our onsite kitchen is now providing a hot meal for over 190 children each weekday and it 
appears to us that the children within the school are enjoying the meal that is being offered 
to them and parents have selected for them through ParentPay. 
We would like to ask parents to provide feedback, positive or negative, as to the food that 
we are providing to your child.  If you would like to share this feedback with us, please do 
email the school office. 
If for any reason you are unhappy with the meals provided, please do email the office and we can try to rectify 
this. 

Remote learning in case of the need to close our school this winter 
We are approaching the time of the year when the weather becomes more unsettled and 

schools may require closing because of poor weather, treacherous driving conditions or 

heating failures.  If we do require to shut the school at any point, work packs are available 

for all children to complete at home (printed copies were sent home last week in the storms) 

and can be found in the year group specific page on our school website to be downloaded 

and printed at home.  Please make sure that your child is equipped with the correct clothing 

for cold weather. https://www.manorcourtcommunityprimary.co.uk/remote-learning-in-case-of-school-closure/ 

 

Measles and vaccination 

Cases of measles are currently rising nationally. According to data from the UK Health Security Agency, there 
were 1,603 suspected cases in England and Wales in 2023, compared with 735 in 2022, 360 in 2021, and 695 in 
2020. 
Measles outbreaks happen when not enough children have been vaccinated. Measles can be a very serious 
disease, leading to ear and chest infections, fits, diarrhoea, and damage to the brain. Measles can kill. 
The average number of children starting school having had both MMR doses has dropped to 85%. The World 
Health Organisation recommends that at least 95% of children be inoculated for diseases that can be stopped by 
vaccines. 
Your child is therefore at risk of measles if he or she hasn’t had the measles, mumps, and rubella (MMR) 
vaccination. 
Two doses of the MMR vaccine are needed to get the best protection. 
If your child is due to have 2 doses of MMR but has not yet received them, no matter what age they are, you 
should contact your GP to get them vaccinated as soon as possible. 
  
British Values Assemblies 

Mr Talmage is leading a series of weekly Zoom assemblies each Monday about The British 
Values.  Last week he discussed democracy and how we can make decisions as a school 
and as a country.  We considered our right to vote on big decisions! 
 
PE Days for the Spring Term 
The PE days for each class for the Spring Term is listed in the table below and your child can wear their PE kit to 
school on these days instead of their school uniform.  If we need to make any change to the day in which the class 
has PE this will be communicated to parents via your ParentPay account. 
 

Classes PE Day 

Hedgehogs & Squirrels Tuesday 

Bumblebees & Dragonflies Wednesday 

Magpies & Nightingales Thursday & Friday (Swimming) 

Owls & Kingfishers Wednesday & Friday 

Eagles & Puffins Monday & Friday 

Badgers & Foxes Monday & Thursday 

Herons & Otters Wednesday & Friday 
 
A message from our Eco Warriors  
We (the Eco Warriors) are children from year one through to year six 
who have an active role in our school helping to raise awareness about 
the environment. We encourage everyone to develop eco-friendly habits 
throughout the school! 
At Manor Court we recycle our class paper and cardboard, paper lunch 
bags, crisp packets, and batteries. We check that lights are turned off when classrooms are empty, remind 
teachers to turn off their whiteboards and electrical items when not in use. 
This term we have been busy litter picking, keeping our school grounds free from rubbish. Please help us by 
putting your rubbish in the bins provided around the school. 
 

https://www.manorcourtcommunityprimary.co.uk/remote-learning-in-case-of-school-closure/
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The FMCA needs you! 
The FMCA is a group of parent volunteers who spend time raising money (whilst having fun) 
for activities or equipment to be used for the children in the school. The work that they do is 
vital, and the committee needs more volunteers to help them achieve more for the children. 

If you would like to find out more about their work and how you can get involved, please do email 
them on contactfmca@gmail.com or contact them through their Facebook page.   
 
FMCA Quiz Night 
We had a fantastic FMCA quiz night on Friday 19th January with a challenging and enjoyable quiz 
written and presented by local quiz master Brian Gidley.  The event raised a brilliant amount of 
money - £311.50 which will go towards providing those extra special memories, equipment and 
activities for the children who attend our school!   
 
 

Wrap around care telephone number  
The telephone number for our wrap around care provision (breakfast & after school club) is  
07471 412147 Please save this telephone number to your phone if you use wrap around care.  
Breakfast club is held in the school hall and our after-school wrap around care is held in The Den 

(a room in the Y1 block). To ensure that we have the correct ratios please ensure that you contact the school office 
the day before you require club.  We appreciate that emergencies sometimes happen. 
 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 

                  
Mr Luke Talmage   Mr Alan Clode 
Headteacher   Deputy Headteacher and Inclusion Leader 
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